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þrpicariON. 


40 ſuch Worthy * 
1 triots, now Livin g., 
pvhether in the Preſent Hoxſe 
Commons, or out of it, 
phat Voted for Joyning 
the BILL to prevent Oc- 
2 * Conformity, alias Hy- 
ocrch, to the MONEY 
3ILL; This Collection of 
ſhe Proceedings of Both 
Houſes of Parliament is 
umbly Dedicated by Him. 
ho Rs it in the chiefeſt | 

-Þf his W iſhes, that bring- 


once 5 
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The Dedication, _ 
once more, may neve 
make it fall * th 
Character of a Dangero 
Experiment, and is too pre 
A und an Adniter of th 
Endeayours to ferve th 
hurch aig Governmen 


ePROCE EINS 


4 OF THE 


nf] Lords and — 
4 On the BILL 


FOR PREVENTING _ 


| BW cher Conformity, 


n the YE ARS e 1703, 1704. 


E R Preſent Majeſty, Queen 4 NN E, 
had no ſooner mounted the Throne of 
Her Anceſtors, but the True Friends 
. to the Church of England by Law E- 
abliſhed, endeavoured to lay hold on the Means 
it into theit Hands by Her Majeſty's Happy Ac- 
flion to it, for its farther Security and Ad- 
72 And as it was but top viſible from 
reat Encouragement given to Diſſenters in the 
ſt Reign, that a further Inereaſe of thoſe Sciſma- 
ks; would endanger the very Contticution in 
hurch and State, ſo I could not but find 
; emſelves oblig d as arch as poſſible in 
eir Preparations to ward off the Blows they 
ch were equally threatened with, by a Timely 
oviſion againſt ſuch, as under the Pretext of a 
emporary Complyance witch that Worlhip, which 


4 ; 
* 


rmining its very Being and Exerciſe, 5 
Accordingly Mr. Bromuey, to whoſe unwearied 
Policatioet for its Intereſt, the Preſent Hierarchy "> 
e much greatcr. Returns than that Right Re- 


Ver: nd 


, 


e Laws of the Realm made Nitional, were un- 3 


verend Body has been lately pleas'd to acknowledge, ? 
thought it his indiſpenſable Duty at his being 


call'd to Parliament by Her Majeſty's New Writ + 


n 
1 


in the firſt Year of Her Reign 1702, to make a 1 


Motion to the Houſe about the ſhameful Practice 


of Occaſional Conformity, which had introduced 


Men of Republican gn ow into the Chief Pla- 
| was likely to be Fatal 


ces of Profit and Truſt, an be Fata 
to the Government and Church Eſtabliſhed, if 
Recourſe was not had to ſuch Meaſures as were 


Capable of Eluding its Deſign. This Motion of 


cf His was accepted and back d by ſeveral Worthy 
Members of the ſame Venerable Aſſembly, and it 
was Immediately ordered by a very Great Majority- 
that Mr. Bromley, Mr. St. John, and Mr. Anneſley 
ſhould bring in a Bill to Prevent Occaſional Conformity, 


* 
- 


which was Read a firſt Time, and ordered a Se- 


cond Reading. tho' not without Oppoſition from 
ſome Particular Members, amongſt. whon: ſeveral 
of the Citizens of London ywere not the leaſt Cla- 
morous. ad nul 2 
* The 17th. of November brought it to a Second 
Reading, and to be committed-to a Committee of 
the whole Houſe, when a Motion was made by a 
Gentleman that fits in the upper Houſe Now, and 
the Queſtion being put, That the ſaid Committee have 
Power to receive a Clauſe for the Excmpting Diſſenters : 
from ſuch Offices as cannot by Law be Executed with. 
ont Receiving the Sacrament according to the Uſuape 


of the Church of England, it paſſd in the Negative, 


which alarm'd the Party at whom the Bill was Le. 
velF'd to the greateſt Degree imaginable. Howe- 
ver it was Read a Third Time on the 28th. of the 
fame Month, and delivered to Mr. Bromley the ſame 


Day to be carried up by him to the Lords for 


their Concurrence, which their Lordſhips after ſe- 
veral learned Difcourſes for and agaiuſt the Bill, 
Read a Third Time. and paſs'd on the ↄth. of N. 
vember with ſeveral Amendments, and ſent back to 
the Lower Houſe. 1 
but being quſtly Apprehenſive that the Commons 
would not give their Concurrence to the ſaid A- 
mendments, and might as they had done on other 
Occaſions Tack their Bill to ſome Money-Bill, their 
Lordſhips made a Vote at the ſame Time, and or- 


dered 


r 
dered it to be added to the Standing Rules of 


'- of their Houſe, That the Annexing any Clauſe. to a 


Money Bill, was contrary to the Conſtitution of the En- 
gliſh Government, and the Tſuage of Parliaments, _ 
On the other Hand the Commons having Read 
the Lords Amendments, agreed to ſome, and diſa- 
greed to others, and on the 12th of the ſame 
Month appointed a ſelect Committee for drawing 
up Reaſons to be offer d to the Lords at a Conference 


or diſagreeing io ſuch of their Lordſhips Amendments 


as the Houſe had diſagreed unto, The ſaid ' Reaſons 
being prepared accordingly, the Commons on the 


17th. deſired a Conference, to which their Lord- 


ſhips having agreed, the Managers of the Commons 
(amongſt whom the Three Gentlemen that brought 


in the Bill particularly diſtinguiſhed themſelves ) 


delivered their Reaſons, and left rhe Bill and Amend- 
ments with thejr Lordſhips, who on the Sth. of 
January following ſent a Meſſage to the Commons 


to deſire a Conference the next Day at 12 a Clock 


in the Painted Chambcr, upon the Bill Entituled, 


Church ; as it is by Law Eſtablſhed, 


An Add for preventing Occaſional Conformity, "which 
was as follows. . 


S nothing is more contrary to the 

Profeſſion of the Chriſtian Reli- 
gion, an 
of the Church of England, than Per. 
ſecution for Conſcience only ; in due 
Conſideration whereof an Ad paſſed 
in the firſt Tear of the Reign of the 
late King William and Queen Mary of 
glorious Memory, entituled, An Ad for 
Exempting tbeir Majeſties Proteſtant 
Subjects 7 


Laws, which Ad ought inviolably 
to be obſerved, and Eaſe given to all 
Conſctences truly dr torn 7 But 
nevertheleſs whereas * the Laws 2 
provide, That every Perſon to be ad- 
mitted into any Office or Employ- 
ment, ſhould be conformable to the 


B 2 by 


Bill for preventing 


particularly to the Doctrine . 


iſſenting from the Church of 
England, from the Penalties of certain 


Occaſional” Confor- 
W : 
Note, that all that which - 
is printed in Roman was 
. amended by the Lords, 
eitber as Added, or Left 
on of the Bi. 


1ſt, Amendment, 
The Words (of * glo- 
rious Memory) were 
added by the Lords, 
and agreed to by the” 
Common. | 


24, Amendment. 
The Word (+ But) was 
added by the Lords. 

34. Amendment. 
* All this was left out 
by the Lords: To bob 


which Amenanicnts the 
Commons diſagreid to; 


and uton which the 


Lords inſiſted, and ad- 
hered: and ſo did the 


' Cermons to their Diſ- 
agreement, 


ath, Amendment 
The Word (+ ſuch) 
was left out by the 
Lords, to which the 
Commons diſagreed, 


(43 0 


by enacting, That every ſuchPerſon ſo 


to he admitted, ſhould reecive the da 


crament of the Lord's Supper accor- 
ding to the Rites and "Uſage of the 


Church of England; Tet ſeveral Per- 


ſons diſſenting from the Church, as it it 
by Law eſtabliſhed, do jun with the 
Members thereof in recciving the Lord's. 
Supper to Qualifie themſelves to Have 
and Enjoy f ſuch Offices and Employ- 


ments, and do afterwards reſort to 


Conventiclegcor Meetings, for the FE xer- 
ciſe of. Religion, in 6. ve, Manner than 
according io the Liturgy and Pratice of 
the Church of England, which is contra- 
ry to the Intent and Meaning of the 
Faws already made, Beit therefore E- 


natied by the Queen's moſt Excellent Ma. | 


jeſty, by, and with the Advice and Con- 
{cnt of the Lords Spiritual and Tons 
poral, and the Commons in Parliament 
aſſembled, and by Authority of the ſame, 
That if any Perſon, or Perſons, after the 
Firſt Day of March, which ſhall be in 
th: Tear of our Lord I- oa, either Peers 


er Commons. who have, or {hall have, any 


Office or Uffices, Civil or Military, or re- 
ceive any Pay, Salary, Fee. or Wages, by 


reaſon of any Patent, or Grant from Her 


Majeſty. or ſhall have any Command, or 


Place 'of Truft from, or under Her 


Flajeſty , or from any of Her Maje-\ 
{ys Predecrfſors, or by Her or their Au- 
1vority. derived from Her, or lem, with- 
i the Kingdunt of England, Dominion 
of Wales, and Town of Berwick upon 


. weed, of in Her Majeſty's Navy, or in 


the ſeveral Iſlands of Jerſey and Guerſ- 
ney, or ſhall be admitted into auy Ser- 
vice or Employment in Her Majeſty's 


Hlouſbould or Family; + Or if any 


5%, Amend ment. 


Mayor, Alderman, Recorder. Bailiff, 
Town- Clerk, Commmon-Council- 


- 7 Ailihis was at firſt Man, or other Perfon beating any Of- 
it gart by th? Lords, tice of Magiſtracy, or Places of Truſt, 


Or 
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Ulage of the Church of England; —« © *: 


beſides - thoſe of t 
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or other Imployment relating to, and but afterwards pen 
concerning rhe Government of the te- the Free Conferens, 


ſpective Cities, Corporations, Bur- they agreed wh | 7 : 
and Part of 


roughs, Cinque Ports, and their Mem- ſfpowl 
bers, and other Port Towns within the Bill. 
the Kingdom of England, Dominion 
of Wales, and Town of Berwick upon 
Tweed, who by the Laws are obliged 
to receive the Sacrament of the Lord's 
Supper according to the Rites and 


* 


* 


ſhall at an) Time after their Admiſſion | 
into their reſpective Offices. or —_ „ 
ments, or after having ſuch Grant as a- 

forefaid, during bis, or their Continuance 

in ſuch Offices, or the En joyment of any 

Profit or Advantage fram the ſame, e. 
* ſhall f Knowingly or Willingly re- Stb. Amendment. 


ſort to, or be preſent at, any Conventicle, The Lords left out 


under Colour of any Exerciſe of Religion, (& ſhall ) and added 
in other Manner than according to the (+ knowingly or wil- 
Liturgy and Prattice of the Church of lingly) te which the 


England, in any Place within the King- Commons agreed. 


dom of England. at which Conventicle, 
or Aſſembly..there ſhall be Five Perſons 
or more aſſembled together over and 

e ſame Houſ- 
hold, if it be in any Houſe or Place 
where there is a Family inbabiting, or 
if it be in an Houſe or Place where 
there is no Perſoninhabiting, then 
where any Five Perſons or more are ſo ©, ey T4480, 
aſſembled at aforeſaid, & Or ſhall , 7t9. Amendment. 
Knowind®ly, or Willingly be preſent * Tbe Lords added 
at any ſuch Meeting, in ſuch Houſe Fart of this by an. 
or Place, altho the Liturgy be there 1endment, and the 
uſed, and in caſe Her Majeſty (whom Commons made an A- 
God long preſerve) Katherine Queen Mendment to the Lords 
Dowager, and the Princeſs Sophia, or Amendments ; to which 
ſuch others as ſhall from Time to 1½e Lords agreed with 


Time be man appointed to be further Amendmem, 
all not be prayed beginning as (viz. in 


pray'd for, and 
for, (viz, in Purſuance of the Act paſ- Purſuance, and end- 
ſed in the Firſt Year of King William ing with the Parenthe- 
and Queen Mary, Entituled, An Act ſz, to which the Com- 

| N de- mont agreed; ſo that 


\ 


j 
15 
[. 
| 

| 
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8th. Amendment, 
J. The Lords left out 
this, and inſtead of it 
inſerted as follows , 
Twenty Pounds to 


be divided into Three 


Parts: Whereof One 
Third Part to the 
Queen, One other to 
to the Poor of the 
Pariſh, where the Of- 
fence ſhall be com- 
mitted, and One 
Third Part to the 
Informer:) To which 
the Commons diſagreed; 
but the Lords ad hered, 


and ſo did the Com- 


mons to their Diſa- 
greement, 


2th, Amendment, 

* The Lords left out 
all this that follows, to 
the End of the Bill; to 
which the Commons diſ- 
agreed, and the Lords 
inſiſted. and adhered. 
and ſo did the Com- 
mon to their Diſagree- 
ment. | 


Conventicle, and receive the 


8 C6) "4 
this Clauſe was a- deciaring the Rights and Liberties 
greed to by bothHouſes, of the Subject, and ſettling the Sue: 
as fo amended, _* ceſſionof the Crown; and the Act 

paſſed in the 12th; and 12th. of King 


William, Entituled, an Act for the 
further Limitation of the Crown: 
and better ſecuring the Rights anc 
Liberties of the Subje&) in expreſs 


Words, according to the Liturgy of 


the Church of England, ſhall forfeit the 


the Sum of One Hundred Pounds, and, 


Five Pounds for every Day that any 
ſuch Perſons ſhall continue in the Ex- 
ecutlon of fuch Office or Employ- 
ment, after they ſhall have been preſent 


at any ſuch Conventicle, to be recovered 


by bim, or them, that ſhall Sue for 
the ſame, by an Action of Debt, Bill, 


Plaint or Information, in any of Her 


Majeſty's Courts at Weſtminſter, where- 


in no Eſſoign, Protection or Wager of 


Lam ſhall he allowed, nor more than 
One Imparlance. And be it further E- 
nacted, that every Perſon, Convidled in 
any Action, to be brought ' as aforeſaid, 
or _ any Information, Preſentment 
or Indictment in any of Her Maje- 


ty Courts of Weſtminſter, or at the 


Aſezes, ſhall be diſabled ow thence- 
forth to hold ſuch Offices or Employment s, 
or to receive any Profit or Advantage by 
reaſon of them, or of any Grant as afore- 
ſard, & and ſhall be adjudged incapa- 
ble to bear any Office or Employ- 


ment whatſoever, within the King- 


dom of England. Provided always 
and be it further enacted, That i 
any Perſon or Perſons who ſhall have 


been convicted as aforeſaid, and there- 
by made incapable to hold any Office 
or Employment, ſhall after ſuch Con- 
viction conform to the Church of E- 


gland for the Space of One Year, 
wit hout having been preſent - any 
acra- 


ment 


| next Term after his A 


LET _ 
ment of the Lord's Supper at leaſt 
Three Times in the Year, every ſuch: 
Perſon or Perſons, ſhall be capable of 
a Grant of any Office or Employment: 
or of being jected: into, or holding 
any the Offices or Employments a- 
fon! RT 

Provided. alſo, .and be it Enacted. 


afterwards conforming, ſhall at the 
t Term after his Admiſſion into 
any ſuch Office, make Oath, in Wri- 


ting, in any of Her Majeſty's Courts 
at Veſtminſter in. Publick and open. 
Court, between the Hours of Nine 


That every Perſon ſo convicted, and | 


af the Clock, and Twelve in the Fore-. © 


noon, or at the next Quarter Seſſions 


for that County, or Place, where he 


ſhall reſide, that he has conſorm'd to 


the Church of England for the Space. 


of One Year before ſuch his Admiſ- 
ſion. without having been preſent at 
any Conventicle, and that he has re- 


ceived the Sacrament of the Lord's 


Supper, at lealt Three Times in the 
Year, whichOath ſhall be there enrol- 
led, and kept upon Record. Provi- 
ded alſo, and be it further Enacted, 
That if any Perſon after ſuch his 


Admiſſion into any Office, ſhall a Se- 


cond Time offend in manner afore- 
faid, and ſhall be thereof lawfully 
convicted, he ſhall for ſuch -Offence 
incur double the Penalties aforemen- 
tioned. to be recovered in manner a- 


foreſaid, and ſhall forfeit ſuch Office 


or Employment, and ſhall not be 
capable of having any Office or Em- 
ployment, until he have Conformed 
for the Space of Three Years, in 
Manner aforeſaid, whereof Oath ſhall 
be made in Writing in One of Her 
Majeſty*s Courts at Weſtminſter, or at 
the Quarter Seſſions of the County 
where he reſides. + pa Rs 140 


2 
_ 
f 
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+ Here the Bill ended, 


as it went from tht 
Commons to the Lords : 
Vith the Lords A- 
mendments asaforeſaia. 
and the Lords added 
the following Clauſes, 
A,B, C, D and E. 


* The Commons 


agreed to the firſt 
Clauſe, but diſagreed 


to the other Four; 


upon which the 


Lords inſiſted and ad- 
her'd, and ſo did 


the Commons to 
their Diſagreement. 


LA.] * provided that no Perſon 
* ſhall ſuffer any Puniſhment for any 


* Offence committed againſt this Act, 


* unleſs Oath be made of ſuch Offence 
before ſome Judge or Juſtice of the 
* Peace(who is hereby empowered and 


Required to take the ſaid Oath) 
* within Ten Days after the faid 
. * Offence committed, and unleſs the 


© ſaid Offender be profecuted for the 


* ame within Three Months after 
the ſaid Offence committed; nor 


* ſhall any Perſon be convicted for 


any ſuch Offence, unlefs upon the 


© Oath of Two credible Witneſſes at 
the feat} ©: : 
[LB.] Provided always, and be it 
Enacted, That from and after the 
firlt Day of March, no Proteſtant 


Diſſenter ſhall be compelled or com- 


pellable to take, ſerve, hold or bear 
© any Office or Place whatſoever, x 


c the Taking, Serving or Holdin 


 * whereof he cannot be duly qualified 


by Law, without receiving the Holy 
© Sacrament according to the Uſage 
of the Church of Enzland, and alto 
making and ſubſcribing the Declara- 


tion mentioned in the Statute, made 
25 Car. 2. Intituled, An Ad for pre- 


* venting Dangers which ray happen 
from Popiſh Recuſants, any Statute, 
Law, Ufage, or other Thing to the 
© contrary notwithſtanding. 


[C.] Provided nevertheleſs, That 


this Act ſhall not extend to the 


Aniverſity Churches, in the Univer- 
* fities of this Realm, or either of 


* them, when or at ſuch Time as any 


Sermon or Lecture is Preached or 
Read in the ſame Churches, or any 


* of them, for, or as the Publick Uni- 
verſity Sermon or Lecture, but that 
* the ſame Sermons and Lectures may 


* be Preached or Rcad in ſuch Sort ot 


Manner, 


C 
Manner, as the ſame have been heretofore Preach- 
ed or Read; this Act or any Thing thereln con- 
3 d to the contrary, in any Way notwithſtan- 
.“ Provided always, that no Perſon ſhall in- 

cur any the Penalties in this Act, by reſorting to, 
* or being preſent at, the Religious Exerciſes uſed in 
* the Dutch and French Languages, in Churches E- 
* ſtabliſhed in this Realm, in the Reigns of King 
Eda the 6th. or of Queen Elizabeth, or of any 
* other King or Queen of this Realm. | 


E. Provided always, and be it Enacted, That 


© nothing in this Act ſhall extend, or be Confirued 
to extend to any Governours of any Hoſpitals, or 
to any Aſſiſtants of any Corporations, Work-hou- 
< ſes, Conſtituted, Erected or Employed for the Re- 
* liek, and ſetting of the Poor at. Work, and fer 
* Puniſhing of Vagrants and Beggars, all which ſaid 
* Perſons, and every of them, ſhall be, and are 
© hereby exempted from all the Penalties inentioned 
in this Act, and are hereby adjudged and declar d 
© not to be ſubje& or liable to any of the Penalties, 
vor Forfeitures, mention'd in One Act of Parlia- 
ment, made in the 25th Year of the Reign of K. 
* Charles the Second, For preventing Dangers which 
may happen from Popiſh Recuſants, tor, or by reaſon 
ot the aforeſaid Offices or Employments. , 
The Managers for the Commons having met the 
Lords at the Conference, their Lordſhips inſiſted 
upon all their Amendments to the Bill, which he- 


ing reported to the Commons by Mr. Bromley, and his 


Report taken into Contideratian the 11th. of Fanu- 
ary, the Queſtion was put, Whether the Houſe ſhould 
inſiſt upon their diſagreeing with the Lords in the ſaid 
Amendments, and carried in the Affirmative. 
Thereupon it was Reſolved, That a free Conference 
be defired with the Lords, upon the Subject Matter 
of the laſt Conference. To which their Lordſhi 
having teadily agreed, and appointed the ſame to be 
on the 16th. of the ſame Month, in the Painted 
Chamber: The Commons ordered that their Mem- 
bers who managed their laſt Conference, viz. Mr. 


Bromley, Mr. St, John, Mr. Finch, Mr. Solicitor Ge- | j,ee Con- 

neral, and Sr. Tana Pte, ſhould manage the ſaid 2 rod : 

Free Conference, and ſeyeral others were added to teen both 
rence, bor 1 ; tl The 2nſes. 


them, 


\ 


de at the fame Time in the ue Intereſt of Reli- 


. 


The con- The Free Conference was begun by the Mana- 
mms Res · gers of the Houſe of Commons, who accquainted 
— or the the Lords, That the Commons had agreed to the 


Addition of Words their Lord ſhips had made to 
the Commons Amendments to the Lords Amend - 
ments; but inſiſted on their Diſagreement to the 


Lords other Amendments, and to their Lordſhips 


© Clauſes mark d B, C, P, and E. and therefore had 
deſired this Free Conference with the, Lords, in 


order to preſerve a good Correſpondence between 


© the Two Houſes. That the Intent of this Bill 


for preventing Occaſional Conformity, was only to 


© reſtrain a very Scandalous Practice, which is a Re- 
© proach to Religion, gives Offence to all good 
* Chriſtians, and to the Beſt among the Diſſenters 


" * themſelves. That this Bill enacted nothing NE ; 
and was only intended to make the Laws in Be- 
© ing more effectual. That thoſe Laws were thought 
* ſufficient to ſecure our Eſtabliſhment ; but ſince 


the Invention and Iniquity of Men had found out 
Ways to elude them, the Commons could never 


doubt, but the Lords would let thoſe Men ſee, 
they would not be wanting on their Part to main- 
*tain and ſupport it. That this Bill appeared to 


the Commons abſolutely neceſſary for the pre- 
© venting thoſe Miſchiefs which muſt prove deſtruc- 


| tive to the Church and Monarchy. That the 


Commons were incapable of having any Deſigns 


. * they were aſhamed to own ; and as they delign'd 


nothing but the Preſervation of the Church of 


England, and the Monarchy, ſo they doubted not 


© to meet with with a ready Concurrence from the 
Lords in thefe Deſigns. That an Eſtabliſh'd Re- 
Fliglon, and a National Church are abſolutely ne- 


© ceflary. when ſo many Il Men pretend to Inſpira- 


tion, and when there are ſo 2 Weak Men to 
follow them. That if a national Church be ne- 


ceſſary, the only effectual Way to preſerve it, is, 


* by keeping the Civil Power in the Hands of thoſe 
* whoſe Practiſes and Principles are conformable to 
it. That when the Corporation- AF was made, the 
© Parliament had freſh in their Minds the 
* Confution and Calamities that; had been 
brought upon the Nation by ſuch as pretended to 


gior, 


| | 1 * 
_ * gion, and of their Country, That the Patlia- 
1 ment by that Act, and afterwards by the Teſt- Ack, 
thought they had ſecured our Eſtabliſhment, both 
4 in Church and State; and that they had provi- 
C * ded a ſufficient Barrier to defeat and diſappoint a- 
2 g * Attempts againſt them, by Enacting, That 
i * all in Offices ſhould receive the Sacramentof the 
JS Lord's Supper, according to the Rights and Uſage _ 
df the Church of England, and never imagin'd a 
in * Set of Men could at any Time riſe up, whoſe Con- 
N * ſciencs were too tender to Obey the Laws, but har den d 
ll = © enough 10 Break them. Thatas upon the Revoluti- 
to * on, the laſt Reign begun with an Act in Favour 
ol Diſſenters, ſo the Commons did defire in the 
d Be inning of Her Majeſty's Auſpicious Reign, an 
2 Act might paſs in Favour of the Church of Eagland; 
that the Laws which had been evaded, might now 
haue been actually enforced, and That thoſe Men 
ht Nl © might be kept ont of Offices, who have ſhewn they ne- 
ce. © ver wanted the Vill, when they had the Power to de- 
ut © ftroy the Church. And that nothing had been 
er © more miſrepreſented than this Bill, which did not 
©, in any Reſpect, intrench on the Act of Toleration, 
* or take from the Diſſenters any one Priviledge . 
they have by Law; or give any one Priviledge to 
re i © the Church of England, which was not (at leaſt) 
| intended her, as they now ſtand. | | 
Then advancing to Particulars, the Managers of 
the Lower Houſe told the Lords, That the 


Second and Third Amendment, made by the 
* Lords in the Preamble of the Bill, and on their. 
* Diſagreement to the Fourth Amendment, and ar- 
*gued, That the Preamble is to declare the Occa- 
* fion of making a Law; That it is no Law, but 
if it be proper to the Enacting Clauſe, it is a Pre- 
* amble, that the Propoſitions advanced in this Pre- 
* amble, are theſe, That whatſoever Perſons are E- 
nacted to Qualifie themſelyes, the Laws intend, | 
* hould be conformable tothe Church. That if 
the Laws provide they ſhall receive the Sacrament, . 
and by that intend a Conformity, then, whoſoe- 
* ver breaks the Intention of the Law, breaks the 
Law, or, at leaſt, evades the Law, and it is fit to 
provide againſt ſuch FRO That if it be ; * 
| 2 : I 


Commons inſiſted on their Diſagreement to the 
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* the Corporation Clauſe ſhould ſtand in the Body 


© of the Bill, the Lords Reaſons for the Amendment 


© in the Preamble, will not be of Weight. That 
the Preamble mentions ſuch Perſons and ſuch Of- 
* fices, which muſt be the Perſons and the Offices 


the Acts relate to, and can be no other. That the 
Word Enafting can be only underſtood of the Laws 


that do ſo Enact; and being Relative, is ſtill more 


*Plain and neceſſary. That however if the Lords 
© had pleaſed, they might by a very little Amend- 


ment have obviated the Objections they make to 


* theſe Words, by changing every Perſon into ſeveral 


* Perſons, which would have reconciled them to 
the moſt rigid Conſtruction: As to the 5th. A- 
* mendment of the Lords, to which the Commons 
* diſagreed, they argued, That the Words in the Teft- 


Ad are more general and uncertain than thoſe in 


the Corporation Act, which they cited and com- 


* pared. That the Words in the Corporation-Act 
* have been there more than Forty Years, without 
* any Inconveniency from them, or any Complaint 


_ * againſt them, for their being too general and, un- 
certain. That the Inducements for paſſing the 


© Corporation Act. according to the Preamble, 
were, That a Succeſſion of Corporations might be per- 


| © petuated in the Hands of Perſons well affected to the 
* Pablick Peace, both in Church and State. That theſe 
© were the Purpoſes the Commons deſign'd in the 


* Paſſing this Law. That theſe Purpoſes the Com- 
. Mons know the Lords will with them own are 

very proper to be attain'4, and that the Commons 
can at no Time difown, becauſe they can at no 


Time haye any other. That the Lords agree 
* this Bill ſhould relate to Officers in the Teſt-Act, 


* beczuſe the Law intends thoſe Officers ſhould be 
* Conformable ; and if the Intention of that Law 
be the Reaſon to provide againſt ſuch Evaders of 
: it, the like Intention in the Corporation Act will 
ſerve for a Reaſgn to provide againſt the Evaders 
x of the Corporation Act. That by Occafional Con- 
formity the Olay any let themſelves into the 
Government of all the Corporations ; and it is 
obvious how far that would influence the Go- 

yernment of the Kingdom. That to ſeparate 


- from a Church that has nothing in it againſt a 


Man's 
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Mans Conſcience to conform to, is Shiſm. That 
« Scbiſmis certainly a Spiritual Sin, without the Su- 


peradding of a Temporal Law to make it an Of- 


© fence. That Occaſional Conformity declares a 
© Man's Conſcience will let him conform; and in 
* ſuch a Man, Nonconformity is a- wilful Sin: and 


* why ſhould Occaſional Conformity be allowed in 


* Corporations, when the Lords agree that out of 


* n it ough t not to be allowed? That 
> reaſonable, as the Lords allow it is, that 
© he. who has an Office out of a Corporation, though- 


jf it 


* it entitles him perhaps to very little Profit or 
* Truſt, ſhould be conformable; it is certainly much 


© more reaſonable that another, that is truſted with 
© Magiftracy and Power in a Corporation, and has 
thereby a greater Influence, ſhould be Confor- 
* mable; As to the 8th. Amendment, to which the 
Commons diſagreed ; That if the Lords were 


© pleas'd to conſider how much greater the Penal- 


© ties in other Penal Laws were, in many Infiances 
_ © than inchjs Bill, they preſumed the Lords could 


© not think thoſe in this Bill Exceſſive. That in laying 
© Penalties the Commons ſhall always endeavour 
to make them ſuch as ſhall neither tempt to Per- 
Jury, nor totally diſcourage Informations and Pro- 
ſecutions; which they thought this Amendment 
of the Lords would do, could the Commons agree 
to it. As to the Commons Diſagreeing to their 
Lordſhips 9th. Amendment, they alledged; That 
* the Puniſhment of {ncepacity, the Recapaciteting, 
and the Increaſe of Puniſhment for a Second Of- 
* fence, are warranted by many Precedents of the 


like Nature, in other Penal Laws. That an In- 


capacity, as qualified by the ſubſequent Proviſo, is 
© a very proper Puniſhment. That he is indeed re- 
* duced to a very unhappy Condition, who is made 


* incapable of ſerving his Prince arid Country: But 


in the preſent Caſe our Prince and Country would 
obe in a more unhappy Condition to be ſerv'd by 
* fuch whole Principles are inconſiſtent with the 
Good and Welfare of our Eſtabliſhrnent. That 
* the Commons could never imagine the Lords 
could infer ſrom this Incapacity, the taking away 
© the Toleration. That the Toleration was intend- 
Led only for the Eaſe of tender and ſcrupulous 


Con- 
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the Commons difagreeing to the Clauſes marked, 
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The Lords 
Rea org. 
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Conſciences, and not to give a Licence for Oeegſis- 

. * onal Conformity, That Conforming and Non- 
* conforming are Contradictions-; nothing but a 
firm Perſwaſion that Our Terms of Communion 
are Sinful and Unlawful, can juſtifie the One, and 


that plainly condemns the other. Laſtly, as to 


B, C, D, and E. their Managers urged that the ex- 
empting 2 Diſſenters from ſerving Offices 
would rathe® eſtabliſh Occaſional Conformity than pre- 
vent Occaſional. Conformity, and therefore encreaſe, 
not cure the Evil the Bill was intended to remedy. 


That the Act of Uniformity, which eſtabliſhes the 
Liturgy and Practice of the Church of England, has 
provided for the Sermons and Lectures preached or 
read in the Univerfities. That thoſe Sermons and 
Lectures having been in ſuch Manner provided oo, 


it was not thought neceſſary, when the Acts paſſe 


in the 16. and 22. Car. II. to prevent and ſuppreſs 


Seditious Conventicles, (in both which Acts Con- 
venticles are deſcribed, as in this Bill,) to have a- 


ny Particular Exceptions for them; and yet they 
were never by any Conſtruction taken to be Con- 


venticles. That the allowing an Exemption to 


of Governours of ſome Hoſpitals are very conſide- 


rable Preferments, and given as ſuch to the Church 
of England ; and the Commons can never conſent, 
by any Law, to let in the Diſſenters to the Enjoy- 


ment of them. . 
On the other Hand, the Managers of the Lords, 
(viz. the Duke of Devonſhire, Lord Steward, the 


Ear] of Peterborough, the Biſhop of Salisbury, the 


Lord Sommers, and the Lord Hallifax) maintain'd 
the Alterations made in the Bill, and the Clauſes 
added to it, and ſaid, That by their Agreeing ſo 
* faras they had done to this Bill, they had gone a 
*great Way for preventing the Evil this Bill was 


intended to remedy, and own'd it to be a Scandal 


to Religion, that Perſons ſhould conform only for 


*a Place. That they did not think going to a Mee- 


© ting to be Malum in ſe, for that the Duſſenters are 
* Proteſtants, and differ from the Church of gn 
+ | 5 u on y 


— 


ſuch as ſhould be preſent at the Exerciſes at the Fo- 
reign Reformed Churches, would be to open a 
Door for the evading this Law. That rhe Places 


5 * 
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only in ſome little Forms, and therefote the Lords 
* thought Loſs of Office a ſufficient Puniſhment, 
without an Incapacity. That it could never be 
thought thoſe of the better Sort would be ity 
* of this Cffence, if they were, they ran on loſe 
their Offices: That in inferior Officers of the 
Cuſtoms and Exciſe, who had little elſe to ſubſiſt 
* on, Loſs of Office is ſevere enough, ſince thereby 
* they would be.undone; and that this was yet” 
more conſiderable in Patent Places, which by a 
Common Cuſtom are bought and ſold, and ara 
of the Nature ee Thar Incapacity was 
too great a. Penalty, and that it is hard to ima- 
* gine any Offence that is not Capital, can deſerve 
it. That there is no more Reaſon to Puniſh this 
Offence with Incapacity than to make it Felony. 
* That the Diſſenters are not Obnoxious to the 
* Government, as when the Corporation AG was 
made; the moſt conſiderable Perſons among them 
s being well affected to the preſent : Conſtitution 5 
and hearty Enemies to the Queen's and the King- 
* dom's Enemies. That in ſome Corporations the 
Lords took the Election of Members to ſerve in 
* Parliament,to be only in ſuch as are concern'd in the 


Government of them, as at Buckingham, &<c, and 


* the Lords would not by this Bill deprive Men of 
their Birth-rights ; neither did they think fit to 
bring any greater Hard{hips upon the Diſſenters 
© fince great Advantages have accrued by the Act 
* of Toleration, That the Lords did actually de- 
* fire a good Correſpondence betwixt the Two 
* Houſes, and were ſo ſatisfied of the Neceſſity of Uni- 
on at this Time, that they thought all Meaſures fatal 


that might create any Diviſions amongſt Proteſtants 


at Home, or give any Check to the neceſſary Uni- 
on amongſt our Allies Abroad, of the Reformed - 
Religion. For which Reaſons, in a Time of War, 


they thought Alterations unneceſſary and dange- 


* rous, and were unwilling to bring any real Hard- 
© ſhips upon the Diſſenters at this Time, or give 
* them any Cauſe o Jealouſies or Fears. That the 
© Toleration has had ſuch viſible and good Effects, 
© has contributed ſo much to the Secutity and 
Reputation of the Church of England, and pro- 
* duced ſo good a Temper among the u 
25 that 
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© that the Lords wore unwilling to give tlie leall 
© Diſcredit to that Act; being ſenſible that Liber- 
ty of Conſcience and gentle Meaſures, are moſt 


proper, and have been found moſt effectual towatd 


* increaſing the Church, and diminiſhing the Num- 
© ber of Diſſenters. That the Lords apprehended 


* that ſome Parts of this Bill by them amended, 


© have an Air of Severity improper for this Seaſon. 


And that tho? there might be ſome Things to be 


found Fault with, yet a proper Time ought to be 
taken to apply Remedies; the Attempting too 
* haſty Cures having often prov'd fatal. That the 


Lords could not coneeive the Intereſt of the 
* Church and State were not to be ſupported with- 

© out this Bill; ſince inCaſe of futh Danger and Ne- 
* cellity this Remedy muſt have ben propos d before 
.* now, by ſome of thoſe worthy Members of the 
Church of England, who, in ſo many Parliaments, 


x ſince the Toleration, have ſhewn ſo much Zeal for 
the National Church and Government. That 
the Lords thought they had ſufficiently ſhewn 


their Diſlike to the Practice of Occaſional Con- 


* formity, on which they inflicted no leſs a Puniſh- 


| ment than Loſs of Place, and had conſented lihe- 


wiſe to a reaſonable Fine to be laid on thoſe who 
© ſhould be prov'd guilty of this Crime. That 
they could not but conceive, That if this did E- 


nact nothing N E V, there would not be ſuch a 


© Conteſt about it; and that it is plain, tho, Ocea- 
. ſronal Cenformity ought always to have been e- 
' iteemed a Crime, yet that the Practice was New, 


and the Puniſhment provided by this Law New 


* likewiſe, That the Lords did conſent to a Pu- 
: niſhment, but would proportion the Penalty to 
. the Offence, That the Commons gave up this 
Argument, when they propoſed for New inyen- 
ted Crimes, New invented Puniſhments. That 
2s · the Commons needed not to be afham'd of 
Heſigns ſo laudable as the Preſervation of the 

Church of England, and Monarchy, ſo the Lords 
concluded their Deſires of ſecuring the Toleration 
. Act, the Peace and Quiet of the Kingdom at 
Home, and the Intereſt of the Nation Abroad, 


* would meet with a fair Conſtruction, eſpecially 


* when they hoped the Church is $0 well ſecured by 
; RE: 
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cher Doctrine, by the good Laws of the Realm, 
. and the Protection of ſo Pious a Queen, aſſiſted 
Aby a Parliament ſo well affected to the Church 
and State. That the Lords not only allow the 
Neceſſity of an Eſtabliſhed Religion, and a National 
Church, but being likewiſe of that National 
Church, they can never be wanting to thoſe Mea- 
© ſures they think proper to ſecure it; and tho by 
*the firſt Appearance the Members of the Houſe of 
Commons might ſeem upon this Occaſion, the 
* moſt Zealous Champions to the National Eſta- 
* bliſhment, yet the Lords thought the only Con- 
* teſt between them was, which ſhould moſt be- 
* freind and take Care of the Church; the One 
* would procure a haſty aer Submiſſion, not ſo much 
* to be depended upon; the other would obtain for 
her a more gradual but ſafe, Advantage over thoſe 
that diſſent from her; the ſame End being de- 
* ſign'd by both, and ſome Difference in the Means 
to attain it. That the Lords did not well under. 
* ftand the Inference, that as upon the Revolution 
© the laſt Reign began with an Act in Favour of 
the Diffenters, ſo the Commons did deſire in the 
Beginning of her Majeſty's Reign, an Act might 
zpaſs in the Favour of Church. The Lords 
* coriceiving that both Reigns began upon the ſame 
Bottom and Foundation; and that as in this 
© Reign her Majeſty hath been pleaſed to give gra- 
Fcious Aſſurances as to Liberty of Conſcience, ſo 
in the laſt, the Church ever met with Protection 
and Support. That the Intereſt of both Parties is 
to ſupport the Church againſt her Enemies; that 
* it is hard, as well as untrue, to ſay of che Diſſen- 
ters, t hey never wanted the Vill, when they had the 
Power to deſtroy the Church and State; fince in the 
* laſt and greateſt Danger it was expoſed to, they 
joined with her, with all imaginable Zeal and 
* Sincerity, againſt the Paplſts, their Common Ene- 
mies, ſhewing no Prejudice to the Church; but 
the utmoſt Reſpect to her Biſhops when ſent to 
the Tower: And that ever ſince they have conti- 
© nued to ſhew all the Signs of Freindſhip and Sub- 
* miſſion to the Government of Church and State; 
That in truth, formerly the Diſſenters had been 
*Sedirious, and in Arms _ Oppoſition to, — 
. 5 State 
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tate and Church; but it was the Effect of Per 
ſecution, and that even then, they were open and 
6 avowed E ion: 

derneſs had never miſſed of procuring ae and 
Union, as Perſecution had never fail d of the con- 
6 trary Effects. That the Lords cannot think the 
$ Difenterscan propetly be called Sciſmat icks, at leaſt 
© that differ in no Eſſential Point; that ſuch an Q. 
© pinion allowed, would bring an heavy Charge 
upon the Church of England, who by a Law have 
* tolerarsd ſuch a Schiſm,, That Connivance hath 
© bezit uſed to Schiſmaticks; that Publick Allow- 
alice was never given to fuch, and the Churchmen 
© having allowed Communion with the Reforined 
© Churches abroad, profeſſing Calviniſm, it muſt 
© follow, they hold them not guilry of Schiſm, or 
could ct allow Communion with them. That 
* this Bill infficts a Sceond Puniſhment on them who fled 
* from France for thcir Religion ; that they ſought 


very improper Refuge amongſt thoſe that muſt 


* think them Guilty of Sebiſin, and muſt uſe them 


© accordingly ; that this may be uſed as an Argu- 


© ment to juſtific. even the Perfecution in France: 
© Why may not the Ryman Catholicks with reaſon 


© Banith thoſe, that even Proteſtants can hardly en- 


© dure among? them, and for whoſe Doctrine and 
Practice they ſhew ſuch on Averſion, that a Man 
* mutt forfeit his Place and. undergo a hard Penalty, 
* bat for entring Once into their Congregation, 
That the Lords cannot depart from the Clauſe 
relating to the Dutch and Valloon Churebes ſo long 
Eſtabliſned amongſt us, leaſt it ſhould give great 
Diſguſt and Offence to our Allies abroad, and at 
the lame Time forfeit the greateſt Character can 
be given a Church. that of Tenderneſs and Cha- 
iy to Fellow Chriſtians; the contrary Practice 
© beg what is ſo much abhorred amongſt Roman 
* ©::bolicks. That tho? the Lords allow, that no 
tar hathi Place by Birthright, or but few ſuch 
Examplis in our Government, yet that giving 3 


Vote for a Repreſentative in Parliament is the Ef 


* {entia] Privil:zdge wherehy every Engliſh Man 
© preſerves his Property; and that whatſoever de- 
*prives him of ſuch Vote deprives him of his 
* Birrhright, That the Lords are of rr 

tb 


nemies, but that Toleration and Ten- 


: (19) 
the Diſſenters ſhould have Liberty of-Conſcience, 
hut agree to the further e ea by he 
* Commons to allow neither Diſſenters nor Occaſio- 
* nal Conformiſts any Share in the Government; 
* but the take this to be the greater Security for {he 
* Eſtabliſhed Religion, that all who fit in the Houſe 
* of Commons mutt be Churchmen, and the Diffe- 
"rence between a Churchman choſe by Churchmen, 
* and choſe by Dlifenters, is only this, that the for- 
a met will be for uſing Seyerer, the other Gem ler 
* Means, for bringing the Diners into the Church. 
* That the diſagreeing to the Clauſe relating to 
* Workhoufes, where the Poor were employed and 
* relieved, ſeems very hard, ſince it could never be 
* conceived that the Diſtribution of ſame Presbyteri- 
an Bread to the Poor, and Diffenting I/ater.Grudl 
to the Sick, could ever hr ing any Prejudice to the 
Church of England: eſpecially by ſuch that have go 
Authority in the Government, or Profit by the 
Adminiſtration of ſuch Charities, but gaze them 
* indifferently to thoſe of all Pæſuaſions. That we 
* ought to allow them Charity to cover their Sins, 
© which God allows and commands. That the 
© Lords conceived the Act of Toleration, had vifibly 
proved to the Advantage of the Church, that e- 
ven the Practice of Occafonal Conformity in a few, 
as it had done great Prejudice to the Diſſenters, ſo 
had it added to the n and Authori 
© of the Church; the Difſentets having datermin 
© the Point againſt themſelves by this Practice, for if 
they can Conform for a Place, much more pught 
they to do ſo in Compliance with the Laws and 
* for the Sake of Unity. That the Lords are of O- 
© pinion, the Diſſenters are coming into the Church, 
* and that nothing but terrifying Meaſures andSeve- 
* rity can prevent the happy Unlon 
The following Reaſons were alſo urged by the 


Managers fl the Lords. 
a The 4 of 


| Defign of this Bill is to ſecure the 
* Church of England, and in this the Lords do per- 
fectly agree with the Commons, both Sides of the 
* Houſe join iti it with equal Zæal; and the feen 
* of this Bill being the excluding of all Perſons from 
* Implayments of Truſt, who join themſelves to any 


other Bodles for Religious Worſhip, befides the 


D 3 Church 
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( 20 ) 99G... 
Church of England, the Lords do agree Entirely 
* with them Hkewiſe in this; all the Difference is 


* what further Penalties ſhould be laid beſides the 


* Forfeiture of the Imployment on Perſons ſo Of- 


* fending. The Lords look on the fixing of Quali- 


* fications for Places of Truſt to be a Thing fo en- 
© tirely lodged with the Legiſlature, that without 
giving any Reaſon for it, upon any Apprehenſion 
* of Danger, how remote ſocver, every Govern- 
ment may put ſuch Rules, Reftraints, or Conditi- 
ons, on all who ſerve in any Place of Truſt, as 
© they ſhall ſee Cauſe for; bnt Penaltics and Puniſp- 


* ments are of another Nature. 


* Draco*s Laws, by Reaſon of their extream Seve- 
© rity, are ſaid to have been writ in Blood; if Pet- 
* Occafion for Cenſure. There ought to be a Pro- 
portion obſerved between the Offence and the 


* Puniſhment; and Offences of a tower Nature- 
* ought not to be puniſhed more ſeverely than Of- 


, fences of a higher Nature. 


* ought to apprehend and fear the moſt, and guard 


* chiefly againſt it, being our moſt Inveterate, moſt 
* Reſtleſs, and moſt Formidable Enemy; and there- 


fore there has been always a peat Difference put 
between Papiſt and Roteſla | 
and dangerous ſoever they may be. 


There has been a Spirit of Moderation emi- 
© nently Conſpicuous in the whole Progreſs of our 


* Legiſlature, with Relation to that Religion, ſuit- 


able both to the Natural. Gentleneſs of this Go-- 
* vernment, and to the Charity which our Religion 


__—}rcq__ / 
In the firſt beginning of our Reformation under 


Edward the Sixth, the Act of Uniformity was 
* conceived in Terms ſuitable to that Moderation, 
* and tho perhaps it may be ſuggeſted, that by this 
* Mildneſs Papiſts were ſo favourably uſed that 
© they had it ſoon in their Power to lay that Work 


in the Duft, and to burn thoſe who had uſed 


them ſo mercifully; yet when Things were; hap- 
* pily Re eſtabliſned by Queen Elizabeth, tho the 
* Penaltics were a little heighten d, ſtill the Mode- 


TY 


ration of that Time was Eminent, | 


* 
* 


% 
* 


* ty Larceny were made Capital, here would be juſt 


Popery has been ever lockt on as that which we 


iſſenters, how bad 


without any Aggravation of the 
* by this Bill is much heighten d under a ſecond Of- 
* fence ; ſo that the Penalties of this Bill are higher 
than any the Law has laid on Papiſts for aſſiſting at 
the Solemneſt Acts of their Religion. It is true, if 
* a Papiſt ſhall hear Maſs with Five Perſons more 
* than his own Family he falls under the Penalties 
* of this Bill; but all that have been Abroad, and 
* areacquainted with:the- Methods of th 


* Houſe-where the Conventicle was 
to be Fined in Twenty Pounds. 


vas at Dover, Soon after that a" was 


C88 
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. * APapiſt Convict, as ſoon as he Conforms him» 
* ſelf, and receives the Sacrament, is immediately 
cleared, no Incapacity lyes upon him; but this 
Act carries that Matter further, toa Year's Incapa- 


city, A Papiſt that ſhall Relap and fall under a 
ſecond Conviction, is only Convicted'qver again, 


Cenſure, which 


5 th | pt Religion, 
even where it Acts in a full Freedom, know that 


the Practice of Solitary Maſſes among them is ſo 
common, that no Man of that Church is in.Dan- 
* ger of falling under an 


} Penalty for having any 
Number about him in the Acts of their Worſhip. 
* When the firſt Act againſt Convencicles paſt, 


* which is the Foundation ofa great Part of this Bill, 
the Fines ſet were Six Months Impriſonment, to 
be Redeemable by Five Pounds for the firſt Offence, 
a Year's Impriſonment, to be Redeę mable by Ten 


Pounds for the ſecond Offence, and Baniſhment 
was the Puniſhment for the third Offene. 
* The Lords er that Severity, added a- 
Clauſe for Redeeming that by an Hundred Pounds, 
and appropriated the Fine; the Severity of theſe 


* Pains did not agree with the Temper of Engliſh 


Men, and the Act was not ſo much as Executed; 


* ſome Years after that a, gentler Ack was made, the 


Fines: were then ſet. at Five Shillings, and Ten 
Shillings for the firſt and ſecond Offence ;_ but no 
Man could be Fined above Ten Pounds for any 
Offence againſt that Act, except the Maſter of che- © 
held, who was 


* The Severity of this was intended to force the 


& J J # the 4 


<4 4 


Diſſenters to Petition for the Toleration that was 
then defigned, and followed not long after; this 
Act was Executed in Starling's Mayoralty with 


the greateſt Severity, at the Time that Madame 


9 
1 


k , 
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_ © thoſe who divide from us do viſibly abate all over 


© and Zeal give us Reaſon to hope 


© under ſuch an Auſpicious Reign ? 


Thi is yet more Extraordinary, with Relation 


( 22.) 
© flackned © but after the Attempt made for the Ex. 
« cluſion; theſe Laws were again Executed forſome 
Fears with great Severity by a Pepiſn Manages 
© ment. After they had ſet the Church againfi the 
* Diffenters., theg according to their wonted Acts, 
c they ſtudied tht the Diſſenters againſt the Chureh, 

\*M When by ſuch Methods we were reduced to the 
© kf Extremities, then was the late King Invited W 
to come and Deliver us; and after he had ſecur d 
© our Religion, our Laws, and our Liberties, he 
by the Ad of Toleration which he paſſed, quieted 
% thofe Heats that had almoſt conſumed us: What. 
$ ever ſome may think, He will be ſtill reckon'd a. 
* mong the greateſt of our Kings, to him we owed a 
long Continuance of 2 Flouriſhing Time, even 
© during a great War, and it is to him that we owe 
© the great Happineſs of Her Majeſtys being now 
on the Throne, ORE En EIN 
The Church had no Reaſon to complain of the 
Effects of the Foleration, for as the Numbers of 


- 
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the Nation, fo the Heat and Fermentation which 
* was raiſed by thoſe Diviſions is almoſt: entirely 
laid, and we cannot but look on that as a Happy 
8 „ N the Healing of our Wounds. © 
But whit we may not iook for under the Reign 
© of ſuch a Queen. whoſe Example, whoſe Virtues 
al give us Re o hop for a Happy State 
* of Matters in the Cnurch, if undue Severittes do 
not again raiſe new Flames, and ſet a new Edge on 
* Mens Spirits, which may blaſt theſe Hopes, and 
* defeat the Succeſs that we might otherwiſe expect 
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Before the Act of Fokration paſt, while Con. 
venticles were Illegal and Criminal Aſſemblies, yet 
even then a Man in Office, —¹ was preſent at 
* them,” was only liable to a Fine of Ten Pounds; 
* whereas by tnis Bill he is liable to a Pine of an 
Hundred Pounds for being preſent at them, tho 
they have now an Impunity by Law: It does not 
* feem fo very ſuitable that the fame Action ſhall be 
made Ten Times more Fenal after fuch an Im 
| niry is granted than it was before the paſting that 

Law, while ſucn Aſſemblies were Illegal. 
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to the Churches of the Foreign Proteſtants, that were 
taken care of even in the Ack o Uniformity, {o 
that theſe are Legal Aſſemblies, not only tolerated 
but allowed; now how unlimited ſoever the 


* all that hold any Place of Truſt, yet it ſcems con- 
* trary to all known Rules to lay a very heavy Pe- 
nalty on any Action that is allowed by Law. 

\ © A known Maxim, with Relation to all Laws 
( that are highly Penal, is, That the Words expreſ- 


* minate Senſe, not Hable to Conſtructions and 
© Stretches ; ſince the greatneſs of the Penalty may 
prove an Inducement to make thoſe Stretches, and 


4 


to carty them far beyond what is intended. The 


* with Five more than the Family, under the Pre- 
* tence of Religious Worſhip, other than accordin 

to the Liturgy and Praci ice of the Church of England: 
* Now we know indeed what the Liturgy is, but it 
ver is not ſo eaſie to tell the Importance of the Word 
ich Practice may be, or how far that may be carried, 


* the Liturgy as in the not ſaying the ſecond Service 
* And whether all Family Prayer, if not- by the 


Form of the Liturgy, is not Condemned? Tho? 
many Books for Family Prayers have been much 
recommended, and commonly made uſe of. 
ln the Country few Perſons of Condition are fo 
* retired, as not to have often Five more than theip 
+ Family within their Houſes, muſt ih+ſe be exclu- 
n © ded from Family Prayer, if it is not according to 
Jet * che Licurgy, and may not even the Liturgy Pray. 
at © ers, without Pſalms and Leſions, be lixewiſe in- 
; © cluded within theſe Words. or at leaſt to be car- 
an © ried to that by Vexatious Informers. and be ſo 


o 
ot * fore-ſcems Enſnaring and Unbecoming ſo Mild a 
be © Government, as ours happily is. *ipecially when 
u- © it is in ſuch Hands. to lay ſo heavy a Penalty up- 
at on an Offence ſo dubirnſly Ex preſſd. : a 
© But as tha Penalty ſeems Exceſlive, and the 


do 


+ Legiſlature is as to the Qualifications neceſſary for 
ſing the Crime ought to be clear, and of a deter- | 


© Crime fo Penal by this Bill is to be in a Meeting 


© whether it is the Practice of Cathedral or Paro- 
* chial Churches, and whether Practice ihall govern - 


© at the Altar, or Chriſt ning atter the ſecond Lefſon? 


iven by eaſie Juries, and Partial Judges? It there» 


Words are of uncertain Signitication, ſo the Lords 
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Kao % 12 . 1 
19 do not approve of the Application of the Sus to 
be + beraiſed by this Bill, that they ſhould all go to 


j 
4 7 the Crown, and to leave the Incouraging the In- 
5 formers to the Crown : It was one of thoſe 


( 

( 

* Trufts that were lodged with the Sovereign; and 

© ſo the Laws were to be Executed ſeverely, ot 

© mote remiſly, as the Publick Oceaſion required. 

This Nation has been groaning long under falſe Ill . 

© Swearing that has been in every Corner, and all W 

© Sides have had their Share in it, till God pours . 
© out another Spirit upon us. One of the Chief Se- 

© curities againti Falſe Witneſſing, is, That ſuch an 


* infamy follows it, eſpecially when Servants Swear : 
© againft their Maſters, That a ſmall Matter cannot. 
1 © tempt even a bad Man to ſo baſe a Practice : But 
int lil ſo great a Sum were to be the Reward of ſuch MW*< 
92 Villany, it is hard to tell where it would ſtop. Mc 
55 | * Thoſe who read the Roman Hiſtorians fee what ic | 
wo * a Sort of People the Delatores were, the Encou- I. 
* © rageing them, eſpecially Servants againſt their 
a © Maſters, was reckon'd amongſt the greateſt Re- 
Sy * proaches of the worſt Emperors ; but tho Domi- 
Fj © tian made inuch uſe of ſuch Vermin it is ſet out t. 
„% with great Pomp, as the Trajan s Reign, that he MW x 
| h * freed Rome from that Plague, and baniſh'd all thoſe 
45 Infamous Betrayers of their Matters. It is hoped, 7 
12 * that a Reign, which God delights to Honour, ſhall N. x 
2 have no ſuch Blemiſh caſt on it; and that no In- 
BY * couragement ſhall be given to falle Accuſations I! 
4 | * and Perjury, which the Lords apprehend might I 
5 follow, if ſo great a Reward were offered as this t 
* | © Bill propoſes : They think the Reward they offer IF tc 
bp © is enough to incourage Honeſt and Well- minded W i: 
| 2 © Men to diſcover what they may know; and o 
$1 do not think fit to lay before them Temptations, f. 
7. _ t that may be too ſtrong in ſo corrupt an Age. | 
TY As for this Occaſional Conformity the Lords do te 
1 not go about to Excuſe, or to Defend it; but 8 
3 * they who have obſerv d the Progreſs of thoſe Mat- 18 
Mes | © ters, and have born a large Share in their Con- t. 
mY - * troverfits, muſt acquaint the Commons that it is MW th 
-« | _ no new Practice invented to evade a Law: It hath I C 
3 been both the Principle and Practice of ſome of i ;+ 
1. * the moſt Eminent among the Diſſenters ever ſince di 
bal * Sts Bartholemew's in the Year 1662, It is known iſ 0 


that 


ä n 
to that Baxter and Bates did ſtill maintain it, and 
© Wl « that ſeveral Books have been writ about it: And 
of» Nl as the fierceſt of the Diffenters, who intended to 
nd keep up a Wall of Partition between them and 
or ill the Church, have oppoſed it much . ſo the Party 
of alltheDiffenters that came neareſt the Church, 
ile N e and of whom the greateft numbers have come o- 
all . ver to it, were thoſe that pleaded for it. Nor is 
Sit a certain Inference, that becaufe' a Man Re- 
„ cieves the Sacrament in the Church, he can there - 
* fore Conform in every other particular: The 
not Office of the Communion, is certainly one of the 


ut brighteſt and beft compoſed of any that ever was 
ch in the Church of God: The little Exceptions that 


lay to the Poſture, were fo fully clear d by the 
« Rubrick that is added, that it is indeed a wonder 
how any Perſon ſhouldexcept to any thing in the 


2 whole Office. But it does not neceſſarily follow, 
mi- that therefore every Man who is ſatisfied with 
out this, ſhould be likewiſe ſatisfied with every other 
he FF part of Conformity. There was a very Learned 
ole F and Famous Man that liv'd at Salisbury, Mr. 
ed. WF Tombs, who was a very Zealous Conformiſt in all 
mall Points but in one, Infant Baptiſm; ſo that the 
ons receiving the-Sacrament, does not neceſſarily 
ght Import an entire Conformity in every other Par- 
his WF ticular; no more than a Man who can ſubſcribe 
ffer to the two firſt Articles of our Religon, that are 
ed indeed the main Ones, and contain the Doctrine 
and WF of the Trinity, and the Incarnation and Satis- 
ns, If faction of Chriſt, is by that concluded to Aſſent 
4c Ido the reſt of the Thirty Nine; the Diſſenters a- 
but If gree to the firſt, but refuſe ſome of the laſt : This 
at- is likewiſe to be remembred, that after St. Bar- 
on- tholomewin 1662 Occaſional Conformity was a ſtep 
t is I that carried many much further; from Occaſional 
ath, Conformity it grew to a conſtant Conformity, 
of if not in the Perſons themſelves, yet in their Chil- 
aun dren; ſo the Lords now ſee ſome deſcended from 


* Occaſional Conformiſts, eſpouſe the Cauſe of the 
. 1M Church 


"ITT 


N 


on it, becauſe the words left out by 


” OS 
Church with much Zeal. For which Reaſons the 
© Lords did conceive the Penalties in this Bill to 
be exceſſive, and unreaſonable. 


As to the Amendment in the Preamble, it was 
e alledg d, That the Lords have reaſon to inſiſt 
them relate 
© to another Clauſe, which they think ought 
not to ſtand in the Bill. That, beſides, the 
words left out by this Amendment contain 
« 4 Propoſition, which they cannot Aſſent to 
© as true: For as the Law ſtands, every Perſon to 
© be admitted to any Office, is not obliged to be 
© Conformable or Receive the Sacrament ; Officers 
© of Inheritance, Foreſt Officers, Non Com- 
< miſſion Officers in the Fleet, and many others, 
© are under no ſuch Obligation. That the Mana- 
© pers of the Houſe of Commons themſelves ſeem 
< to admit the words too general to be maintained 
in ſtrictneſs, and therefore they have laboured 
© to Qualifie them by Conſtruction, That that 1; 
© an Expedient which muſt be reſorted to, whe 
© untrue or improper words happen to be found iy 
a Law already made, but when a Law is making 
© it has not been uſual to contend for keeping 1 
words which are plainlyliable to Exception, eſpe 
© cially in a Caſe where the Clauſe is unneceſſary 
and the Preamble ſufficiently expreſſes the deſign 
© of the Law without it. That the Lords inſiſt o 
their Amendment, which leaves out the word: 
© relating to the Corporation AQ. They ſay, it can 
© not be diſputed but that the Teſt Act extends t 
© all the Conſiderable Offices and Imployments 
in which the ſecurity of the Government may b 
concerned. That Law was made when the King 
dom was under a juſt Apprehenſion of Dang 
* to the Church; and the Expedient agreed upol 
© as moſt likely to ſecure her, was, the placing al 

© the Conſiderable Offices in the hands of her Me 
© bers, ſo that the deſigns of the Teſt Act » the 
b mo 
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] to © fame with that of this Bill. That Experience has 
juſtitied the Meaſures taken by that Law, and 
there has been no Complaint. That it was not 
* extenſive enough as to the ſeveral ſorts of Offices. 
© That to encounter a Practice which it is ſupposd 
may be made uſe of elude the true deſign of the 
* Teſt Act the Commons have propoſed by this Bill 
* to reſtrain abſolutely Perſons in Office from go 
ing to Meetings; and the Lords agree with them 
ſo far as relates to all manner of Offices compre- 
* hended in the Teſt Act, which the Lords think 
is the Right Meaſure to go by. That all Offices 
* which relate to Magiſtracy (as well within Cor- 
* porations as without) are manifeſtly comprehen- 
* ded in the Teſt Act: And therefore the Lords 
* have wondred to hear the Managers of the Houſe 
of Commons argue, That it is of Conſequence to 
* ſecure the Magiſtracy of the Corporations in the 
hands of Churchmen, or to affirm, That if this 
Amendment was agreed Diſſenters may let them- 
hen © {elves into the Government of Corporations, 
d ii ſince it is directly otherwiſe. That the Corpora- 
tion Act was made, when the Kingdom was juſt 
* deliver'd from a long Uſurpation, and was prin- 
* cipally Founded on Reaſons peculiar to that 
time. That indeed, nothing but 5 Extraordinary 
a Juncture could have excuſed the placing of ſuch 
Extravagant powers in the hands of the Com- 
* miſſioners appointed by that Act. That part of 
© the Act has been Repealed, and there was no 
great regard had to it, at the time when a more 
* effectual ſecurity was given to the Church by 
the Teft. That the Lords go not about to wea- 
© ken the Force of the Corporation A&, but think 
© it not reaſonable to extend the Penalties of this 
* Bill to the general and uncertain words of that 
Law. Their Lordſhips continued in this manner : 
* The Managers for the Commons ſay, the 
* words of the Teſt A& are as general as thoſe of 
* the Corporation Ad; if ſo, we ſeem to be con- 
| E 2 * tending 


( 28) 
* tending about nothing; ſince how general ſoever 
© the words of the Teſt Act are, the Lords have 
© agreed they ſhall ſtand in the Bill 
© The words in the Teſt Act are univerſally 
© inderſtood,no doubt remains to what Offices and 
< Perſons it extends; it is not ſo as to the Corpora- 
* tion Act, the uncertainty of the words in that 
© Law determines the Lords to think they ought 
not tobe the Deſcription of the Perſons to whom 
© the Bill ſhould reach. 5 Nn 
* They think themſelves obliged to be more 
© cautious in this Matter, becauſe the Bill now de- 
pending does not only concern thoſe who ſhall I 
for the future come into Offices, but ſuch as are 
at preſent poſſeſſed of tem. 
* The Lords look on the Penalties in this Bill, 
* as it was framed by the Houſe of Commons, to 
© be very exceſſive, and ſuch as bear no proportion 
to the Offence, and therefore they cannot agree 
*to them: : £7 FTE | 
© The Practice of Occaſional Conformity is not 
© New, it is almoſt of the ſame date with the Act of 
* Uniformity ; it has been aknown diſpute among 
the Diſſenters, and Vindicated in Print by ſome 
of them, and practiſed by many of them, who had 
no thoughts of Offices, and has been a means of 
© bringing ſeveral Perſons entirely from Meetings. 
However, the Lords are willing to make it im- 
* poſſible for ſuch Men to keep in Offices, becauſe | © 
© Hypocrites would make uſe of ſuch a Liberty; 
but they are not willing to ruin Perſons utterly | * 
on account of a Practice, that many Well-mean- || * 
0 


ing Men have been and may be led into, and 
* which they think tends naturally to bring them 
© over intirely to the Church 
The Penalty of 1020. and 51. a day, and that 
whole Sum given to the Informer, the Lords 
* think a dangerous Temptation to Per jury. 

The Puniſhment of a total Incapacity, is the 

| = | * heavieſt, 


(29 
© heavieſt, next the loſs of Life, and yet it is to 
© be inflicted for the firſt Offence. 3 
The word Imployment is more general than 
any word the Teſt Act has, ſuch Puniſhment 
* ought only to be for a Crime of the higheſt na- 


ture; and yet going to a Meeting is no Crime as 


© the Law now ſtands, nor will it be a Crime in 
* any Man who is not in Office, when the Bill is 
* paſſed into a Law. „ 
* The Lords agree to that part of the Penalty 
* which anſwers the viſible deſign of the Bill, by 
making the going to a Conventicle to be Forfei- 
ture of Office. To go further to ruin Men's Eſtates, 
to make them Infamous (for what can be more 
Infamous than ſuch a Diſability) they think is 
© to exceed all Bounds. | eat. 
© The Managers for the Commons ſay, there are 
* greater Penalties in other Laws; it does not ap- 
* pear by any Inftances which have been given. 
© Theſe Penalties are much heavier than in moſt 
© of the Laws about Religion. But if that were true 
5 what1s to be inferred from thence, if the Crimes 
© be not the fame in the Heinouſneſs of their Na- 
* tures, Jaſtice and good Policy requires there 
5 ſhould be ſome proportion between the Offence, 
and the Puniſhment, 1 25 
The Lords hath quite another Conſideration of 
© the Penalties in this Bill, and thoſe of the Teſt 
5 Act. | I, 3 | | 5 
eln the preſent Cafe, an Innocent Man has only 
* a ſort of Negative Proof to defend him from 


< Falſe Witneſſes, who may chuſe to aſſign ſuch a 


© time and place for the Fact, as they know the 
© Party can be leaſt likely to defend himſelf. 
* Whereas in the Caſe of the Teſt Act, the Man 
© who reſolves to obey the Law, which is to ſub- 
* ſcribe the Declaration, and receive the Sacra- 
ment, has not only the Liberty to chooſe his own 
© Witneſles of his receiving the Sacrament, and the 
| NE * Atteſtation - 
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© Atteſtation-of the Miniſter who Officiates; but 
© the whole is put upon Record: So that when a 
* Man has complied with the Law, he1s beyond 
© all poſſibility of ſuffering by a Falſe Accuſation. 
© There ſeems to be no occaſion here to increaſe 
© the Puniſhment upon a ſecond Offence, for it 


| © does not depend upon the former as in moſt Ca- 


© ſes where the Penalty is increaſed for the ſecond 
© Offence, for when the Office is gone, the Perſon 
is under no legal reſtraint from going to Con- 
© venticles. 3 1 

© If he obtains a New Office, he brings himſelf 
© at the ſame time under the reach of this Law up- 
© on a new Account; and if he offend again he 
© will loſe that Office, beſides incurring the pecu- 


© niary Penalty. 


— 


The Proviſo which is to qualifie the Incapa- 
* city, is made ſo very hard, that it is a new In- 


© Nance of the great ſeverity of the Bill. A Man to 


© ſet himſelf right again, muſt take more Publick 


© Shame to himſelf, than the ſevereſt Laws againſt 


© Papiſts require to diſcharge all the Penalties and 
© Incapacities of a Popiſn Recuſant Convict, as ap- 
* pears plainly, by peruſing the ſeveral Acts re- 
* lating to that Matter; and the Lords will al- 
ways be tender of putting greater hardſhips on 


* Proteſtant Diſſenters, than Papilts. 


That no Compariſon ought to be made be- 
* tween the Penaltic the Law had laid upon 
* Papiſts for holding of Offices of Truſt, without 
taking the Teſt and receiving the Sacrament, and 
© the Penalties to be laid upon Occaſional Confor- 
© mity, for holding their Office after they have 
© been at a Conventicle. . 

* This difference of Puniſhment, that ought to 
be obſerved between theſe two, is not upon the 
* Account that the Errors of the one are much 
* greater than the Errors of the other, how true 
ſoever that is, but becauſe the one depend upon 

h 8 4 
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© a Foreign Power, and are ſubject to it; ſo the 


Nation is really in danger if ſuch Men ſhould 


© hold Imployments who muſt be look'd on as 
« publick Enemies, and Perſons who receive Dire- 
* tions from an Authority that we are ſure is ever 
* contriving our Ruin; but no ſuch danger can be 
© apprehended from Men who have no other 
* ſtrength than what they have among our ſelves, 
* which we are ſure can no way be compared to 
* the ſtrength of the Eſtabliſhed Church. 

* As to this Occaſional Conformity, it will ap- 
* pear no ſuch Formiable thing, if we conſider 
* what the Senſe both of the Church of Zngland, 
© and of the Church of Rome, was of this Matter 


upon other Occaſions. 


© In the beginning of Queen El:zabeth's Reign, 


© the Reformation and the Liturgy were put on 


* a Foot, to bring over the whole Nation, that 
* had then a Leaven of Popery, to concur in it; 


it had this Effect, all the Papiſts of England came 
© to Church, and were Occaſional Conformifts : 


* Yet the Church of England was not uneaſie at 
* this, they complained of no danger from it. But 
* who was ſenſible of it? It was the Pope, and he 
was in the Right, as to his own Intereſt; for he 
© ſaw what in time that Occaſional Conformity 
would grow to, and therefore he put a ſtop to it, 
* and by a Bull Condemn'd it. And indeed the 
* Church of Rome has ſhew'd by the Methods of 
© all their Miſſions, that they apprehend no 
danger, but great advantange, from any ſtep of 
* the Occaſional Conformity of Proteſtants. They 
* accept of any thing, and encourage every thing 
of that kind; and we have all ſeen, by the fatal 
Effects of their practice, that they are in the 


right, and gain their Ends by it. 


* As for the Clauſes about the Foreign Proteffants, 

* there is great reaſon to give them all juſt Incou- 
- Tagement, for as they have brought among us 
In Han 
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nam new Mamfactures, ſo they have carried them 
© ſo far, that of late Years we have Exported to 
* the Value of a Million of Woollen Manufa@ures more 
© than was done in King Char les's Reign, before they 
came among us; and the putting them under Ap- 
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95 prehenſions or Diſcouragements, may be a means 
Tr to drive them to a Country where they are fure IU 
585 „ r Eo hn. | 
1 * The Book that goes under the name of Mr: 
7 De Mit, ſnews the Dutch reckon that the Woollen 
fs Manufactures can never have ſuch a Settlement 
1 among us as with them, becauſe they who muſt i 
+08 Work them, cannot have fo entire a Liberty of 
ine” © Confcience here as there: We have felt the hap- 
ny * py Effects of the Liberty granted them in the 
10 © laſt Reign, and it is to be hoped, that n | 
* will be done in this to Impeach that, or to raiſe _ 

* Apprehenſions and Fears in the Minds of Men 


that are fo uſeful to us in the moſt Important 
Article of our Trade. ; Ep : 
As to the Clauſe concerning Univerſities, we 


are not to conſider the Danger they may be un- 
* der in our preſent Circumſtances, but what may iſ . 

Þ. © happen in another State of things. It is not ſo 
15 long, ſince we ſaw what Advantages were like 
1 to be taken againſt thoſe Learned Bodies, if there : 
15 had been ſuch a Law to furniſh thoſe that were 
oy © troubling them without any Reaſon or Pretence, ; 
i with the Handle that this Bill might have given 
"It © them without this Clauſe; and therefore the ; 

$08 Lords think they are too much beholding 
$44 to thoſe great Foundations, not to take Care 
112 © of them, and think themſelves bound to Secure 
1955 them, even from remote and poſſible Dangers, , 

Me | © belides that, the Vice Chancellour and Head: 
+ © of Houſes, being Men often of Great Dignities x 
bs | © and Preferments, may by a ſevere Proſecution ; 
15 be Ruined, unleſs ſecured by a Clauſe, 
4. | | ; f 
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* Laftly, as for the Clauſe concerning thoſe So- 
* cieties, that ate engag'd in taking Care of the 
Poor; the Nation, and this City in particular 
* has ſeen ſuch good Effects of their Care and In- 
« duftry, that it cannot ſeem reaſonable to put 
any Diſcouragement upon them: How many 
poor Children do they take Care of? They are 
© by their Means clothed and taught, and bound 
* out to Trades; and if ſome miſled People join 


© their Aſſiſtance and Charity to ſo great a Work, 


* thall they be hindred from it, or puniſh'd for 
< it, if they have been at a Conventicle ? But this 
© Clauſe has no Relation to endow'd Hoſpitals, 
© which are under peculiar Statutes, and to which 
© none of theſe People have any Acceſs : The 
Law has taken Care of theſe, and ſecur d them: 
And this Clauſe relates only to Free and Volun- 
© tary Societies, for ſuch Charities, which the 
Lords do not think fit to put any Reſtraints to, 


or bar any from coming into them. 


The Managers of the Commons by way of Re- Tze Con- 


ply to theſe Arguments urged by the Lords, ſaid; 


That ſeveral of the Lords Arguments were a- 29: 


* ainſt the Bill. That the Lords had agreed to 
© the greater Part of this Bill, and therefore ſhould 
* confine themſelves, and ſpeak only to their own 
© Amendments. That no Time could be more ſea. 
© ſonable for this Bill than the preſent, becauſe 
the Church was now in no danger of Popery, or 
« Fanaticiſm; but good Laws are to be made for 
* Poſterity, and may be obtained moſt eaſily in 
© the beft Reigns. That the Right of Election of 
Members to ſerve in Parliament, is in thoſe that 
© are concerned in the Government of the Corpo- 
* rations, and if they ſhonld by this Bill be turned 
* out of their Employments, and Conſequently 
* loſe their Votes in the Elections, yet it cannot 
be ſaid they loſe their Birth rights, becauſe no 
* Man is born a Magiſtrate, That the Commons 

5 ' © | Penalty 
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penalty bears a juſt Proportion to the Offence, 


and that all above One Hundred Pounds, is for 
an Obſtinate perſiſting in the Crime. That the 


* Offender cannot be guilty through Inadverten- 
© £5; he muſt Offend knowingly and willingly. That 
the Teſt Act gives Five Hundred Pounds, (a 
much greater Penalty than that in this Act) to 
the Informer; beſides, that Act brings the Offen- 
der under very great diſabilities. That an inno- 
cent Man is no more ſecure under the Teſt Act, 
than under this Bill; the Queſtion muſt be always 
* upon his acting, or not acting, which does not 
depend upon the Record; and a very violent 
Proſe cution has been known within few Years 
* againſt an Alderman of Vorceſter, a conſtant 
Conformiſt, only upon a Nicety, and when there 
had been no Fault in in the Party. That the Tri- 
* al muſt be by a Jury, not in a Summary way be- 
fore a Juſtice of Peace, as in ſome of our Penal 


\ 


* Laws. That it was plain good Proteſtants might 
be affected by Proſecutions upon the Teſt Act. 


* That ſome of the Lords Arguments had been 
© ſo irregular, as to defend Occaſional Conformity; 
and that the Commons Managers were ſurpri- 
© zed to hear a Prelate ſpeak in Defence of ſuch 
* Practice. Thereupon they left the Bill with the 
Lords, and ſaid. they hop'd the Lords would not let 
the Publicł loſe the Benefit of ſo good a Law. The Free 
Conference being thus broke up, and the Mana- 
gerSreturn'd to their reſpective Houſes, the Lords 
adher'd to all their Amendments, except the fifth 
relating to Corporations, which they afterwards 
reſolv'd, ſhould ſtand part of the Bill. 


On the 25th of Fan. the Lords having taken in- 


to their Conſideration what Method was to be us'd 
in ſending the Bill to the Houſe of Commons, ſince 


the Lords adher'd to moſt of their Amendments, 


order d that the Lords Committee, who were the 


Managers of the Free Conference on that Bil] 
5 * mould 


n 


) t — 

BM thould,the next Day, ſearch Precedents relating to 

ſuch Proceedings. When after a very ſtrict En- 

. uiry, the Duke of Devonſhire reported from the 
aid Committees, That their Lordhips found the Bill 

a was to be deliver d at a Free Conference, ſometimes 

? Wl with, and ſometimes withont Reaſons. Thereupon 

” the Queſtion was propos'd and put, Whether the 

1 Lords ſbould agree with the Commons, that the Clauſe 

> I relating to Corporations ſhould ſtand part of the Bill? 

* I Which being carried in the 4firmative, a Meſſage 

t | 1 

t Nas ſent to the Commons to deſire a free Confe- 

rs rence on the 1ſt of February. The Commons rea- 

* dily comply d with this Meſſage, and the Mana- 

re gers of both Houſes being met accordingly, the 

: Lords deliver'd the Bill to the Commons, and ac- 


Wl quainted them, that the Lords had receded from one 
a” of their Amendments, and adher'd to to all the reſt. 

- Four Days after, the Commons having taken 
the Report of the firſt Free Conference into their 
Conſideration, order'd the ſame to be enter'd in 
their Journal, and Reſolv'd, That they did adhere 
to their diſagreeing with the Lords in the A- 
mendments made by their Lordſhips: Thus was 
this excellent Bill, which was held to be of Uſe 
and Neceſſity by both Houſes, rendred of no Ef- 
fect to reſtrain the wicked Practices which had for 
ſome Years been growing into a Cuſtom, and 
thoſe that were Well-wiſhers to the Church's Pro- 
ſperity, continu'd to lament the Inconveniences 
of its being not paſs'd into an Act at the Begin- 
ning of a Reign from which the Hopes of all 
 Mzood Men took their firſt Date, : 

d Yet notwithſtanding the Lords had diſmiſs d 
15 © che aforeſaid Bill after this Manner, the ſame 
worthy Patriots of the Houſe of Commons 
that laid the paſſing of it ſo much at Heart 
in the Year 17 2, could not but intereſt 
themſelves in bringing it into the Houſe ſoon af- 
er the Seſſion of Parliament had been open'd in 
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1703: This was neither unfore lin nor unexpected 
by the Party, who, under the Pretence of Modera- 
tion, were engroſſing to themſelves an immoderate 
Extent of Power; and à Hireling of theirs, Dr. 


Davenant, who had exchang'd his Principles for a 
Penſion, was ſet at Work by the Authority of a 
Great Man, whoſe Service he was baſely enter d 
into, to publiſh a Book entituled, Eſſays upon Peace 
Abroad, and War at Home, wherein, under the Pre. 
tence of bringing all Sorts. of Men to throw afide thei 
Heats and Animoſitzes, and to unite in their own 
Defence againſt the Common Danger, the princi. 
pal Deſign was to diſſuade the bringing in, and 
paſſing the Bill to prevent Occaſional Conformi. 
But the Book, and its Author, had but a very 
indifferent Reception in the Houfe of Commons 
how much ſoever they were both applanged by 
the Partizans of Him that encourag'd them, and 
Sir Humphry Mackworth might have fpar'd himfelt 
the Trouble of Animadverting upon it, fince it 
had no other Notice taken of it,amongſt the lead. 
ing Members for the Bill, then as the Work of a 
Freffigate Scribbler, and one that had deſerted thoſe 
very Men, by whoſe Means and Contribution, 
He had the Honour to fit in Parliament, and he 
exempted from Inconveniences, next to Want 
The Dr. for his Part, hugg'd Himſelf on Account 
of His new Poſt of Twelve Hundred Pounds 3 
Year, without any Regard to the killing Epithets 
His former Benefactors were pleas'd to beſtow up 
on Him, and well knowing Time would oblite 
rate the Impreſſions made by them on his Cha. 
racter, gave Proofs of his not abandoning al 
Manner of Shame, by a decent and very pert! 
nent Silence of his Pen, which run into no. far- 
ther Excurſions upon Mr. Bromely's bringing in 
the Bill a ſecond Time, in behalf of which Sir 
John Packington made this excellent Speech. 


Mr, 
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lerate LIE R Majeſty bas been pleas'd, in all Her Spzeches, 
s. Dr. to give us ſo many Aſſurances of ſupporting the 
for a Church of England, as by Law eſtabliſp d, and alſo, 


Title of Defender of the Faith. Her Deſire to ſee 
this Bill ſucceed the laſt Seſion of Parliament, was 
ſufficiently ſhewn by the Prince of Denmark's conſtant 
Attendance upon it, and I believe the Reaſon why ſome 
Per ſous oppos 
eſponſe he. EE 
Int pray, Gent lemen, let us conſider bow this Bill came 
to be Io: Why, two or three noble Lords were by Turns 
to be abſent. The Miſcarriage of the Bill was imputed 
to their Want of Attendance, when at the ſame Time 
they were deſired to be out ofthe Way : And is it nat 
a Shame that we who have given Fourſcore Millions 
for the Preſervation of the Proteſtant Religion, ſhould 
eos Trimming at ht in a Bill to prevent Hypo- 
rr „ * 
1 was a Lam among the Athenians, that when 
any Mutiny os Difference aroſe in the City of Athens, 
the Inhabitants Hould take one Side or other, or elſe 


Members of Parliament, and Miniſters of State Hand 
Neuter, in Matters that nearly concern the Hitereſt 
of the Church of England, and bave not Courage to 
own their Opinion, I think” they very well deſerve to 
be turn d out. Every Gentleman here is ſent up to 
give his Vote, and when he declines that, he cannot be 
properly ſaid to ſerve the Place be repreſents. - This T 
take to be the worſt Sort of Cowardice. - „ 

But pray, Sir, let us enquire into the Meaning of 
all this Frimming; Are we afraid to diſoblige a Far- 
Sill ty of Men that are againſt the Church and Govern- 
nent? Whoſe Principle of Hatred and Malice to the 


2 


ſuch Iuſtances of being punctual to Her Promiſe in this _ 
Particular, that I think ſhe very juſtly deſerves the 


d it, was, becauſe the Queen ſcem'd to 


they bamſh'd them the City; and truly, Sir, when 


Family of the Stuarts deſcends to them by — 
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Men, Sir, that offer d open Violence to Her Majeſty's 
Royal Grandfather ; Men that have not only the Impu- 
dence at this Time to juſtify that Fact, but to turn the 
Day of His execrable Murther into Ridicule, and keep WF. 
a Calves-Head-Feaſt in the City? And can we ima if 
gine that thoſe who are. Enemies to Her Majeſty's Per- 
ſon and Office, and that were for hindring Her from 
coming to the Throne, would not be glad 7 any Oppor- 
to ſhove Her out fit? | 
Are 4 the Men to be countenanc'd and encou- I. 
rag d? This, in plain Engliſh, makes me believe this 
Miniſtry has too great a Reſemblance of the laſt, that Wc.” 
my Lord Sunderland 7s riſen from the Dead, and 
nom become Prime Miniſter of State. TY 
And now I am upon this Subject, give me Leave to 
tell ſome Gentlemen here, who have been bellowing and i 
roaring againſ? Perſons for taking Places in the late 
Reign, that it is a Reflection upon them to Hold and 
continue their Places, in the Company of thoſe whom 
they have been exclaiming againſl, © 
They may remember, if they pleaſe to recolle# the 
Language in the late Reign —Sir, you muſt turn 
this Gentleman out, or elſe I can't ſerve you.— 
And if any Gentleman was in the Intereſt of the 
Church Cy England, twas a 4 Exception 
againſt His being employd : No Gentleman of that 
Principle was then thought fit to be a Deputy Lieu- 
tenant, or a Juſtice of the Peace. F we would take. 
the ſame Reſolution, and the ſame Spirit, Things might 
Wt be better manag'd than they are. 3 
oY, Is did wonder to hear ſo many Biſhops againſt the 
0 Bill, but that Wonder ceas d, when I confider' d whom 
they ow'd the Preferment to. The A——B— of 
C ry, I think was promoted to that See by 
my Lord Sunderland's Intereſt, and being aſt d what 
Reaſons he had againſt this Bill, replyd, He had not 
well conſider'd the Bill, but that my Lord S—rs 
told him it ought not to paſs. This was a very 
weighty Reaſon for the Head of our Church to gs, 
h MM 
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EE. 44 
and yet I dare ſay none of the reſt of them could give 
better. Ons would be provoked by the late Behavi- 
pur of the Biſhops, to move for Leave to bring in © 
Bill for the Toleration of Epiſcopacy : For ſeuce 
they are of the ſame Principles with the Diſſenters, 

t 3s but juſt, I think, that they ſhould ſtand on the 
ame Foot. 8 e 
Now, Sir, give me Leave to anſwer ſome Objecki- 


uns made againſt this Bill. The > Firft1 is, That it's 


nſeaſonable at this Time. Why unſeaſonable? Is 
it not as ſeaſonable for us, to make a Law for the fur- 
ther Defence of the Church of England here, as it 


g for Scotland to paſs an 4, lat Seſion, for the 


ecurity of the Kirk there? Why unſeaſonable? 
Does the Succeſs of our Arms Abroad, or the levying 
oney at Home depend upon it? No Gentleman can 
ay that either of them do; aud ſince there can be no 


Nbedtion made againft the Goodneſs of the Bill, by 


hould we defer the putting it in Execution? 


Another Argument againſt this Bill is, That it will | 
create Diviſion. Are we to allow a Schiſm to avoid 


Diviſon ? The Diſſenters bold it lawful to communi- 


cate ſometimes, and if ſo, why unlawful to commu- 
nicate at other Times? But ob ! The Fear of offend- 


ing Diſſenters is to be urg'd as an Argument, and not 


provoking the Church of England. Either the Mi- 
niſtry muſt think we are ſo good Natur d as not to be 
diſpleas'd at any Thing they do, or elſe that our Num- 
ber is ſo conſiderable, that they do not value it if we 
are diſpleasd, | 2 | 
Another Argument againſt this Bill proceeds from 
the Number and Strength of the- Diſlcnters. This 
T take to be an excellent Argument for the Bill; for if 
they are ſo ſtrong and numerous, it is high Time 
for us to guard our ſelves againſt them; and I appeal 
to every Gentleman here, whether one Diſſenter in 
Place is not capable of doing more Miſchief to the 
Church of England, than ten out of it? Suppoſe, 
Mr, Speaker, the Diſſenters bad the Power in their 


Hands, 


Hands, (as they will certainly in a Hort Time, if ot 
reftrain'd ) would they admit the Church of England 
into Places of Truſt, and into the Legiſlature upon Oc. 
caſional Conformity? ys 2 

Her Majeſty has been ſo generous as to offer whit 
further Security they think fit, for the Religion in 
Scotland ; how comes it that ſome Gentlemen ſhould 
repreſent Her Majeſty ſo much concern'd to preſerve a 
Religion ſhe is not of, and ſo unwilling to grant a &. 
curity for the Church, in which ſhe expects to be ſav'd? 
According to this Method one might expect the Scotch 
Covenant to bebrought again into En I, and that 


the Preſbyterian Party of that Kingdom, ' ſhould. 1e. 
monſtrate (as they did to Her Royal Grandfather ) the 
Neceſſity of having one Religion, and one Worſhip i 
both Kingdoms. EE on = 
Ne have been under great Expences in keeping theſe 
Gentlemen out, and have been traduc'd as Perſons de 
ſgning a French Goverment, and all the Return wi 
are like to have for our Services, and Sufferings i 
our Purſes and Reputations, is, that theſe Perſons ar! 
like at laſt to become our Maſters, which is a ver 

great Diſcouragement. * 
Ar. Speaker, I take this Practice of Occaſſoud 
Conformity to elude the Force of one of the be Law! 
made in the Church of England's Defence, that it i 
Scandalous and Knavifh in it ſelf; and Iwill pretenl 
to foretell this, that by the Benefit of this Occaſional 
Conformity, the Diſſenters will come to be the Ma 
Jority of this Houſe, and then I'll venture to pronoimic 

. the Days of the Church of England few. That 
may not [ee fuch diſmal Effects of our Pretended Mo 

deration, I heartily wiſh for Succeſs to this Bill. 
As Truth ſeldom fails of carrying Convidtion 
with it, tho naked and nnadorn'd, fo it could not 
want for ſuch as would ſtand-up in Defence of it 
When ſet off with all the Elegance and. Force 0 
 Lavguage as his excellent Speech was, and ma- 
Dy of thoſe Gentlemen, who, in the preceeding 
Parliament 
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Parliament withdrew into the Speaker's Cham- 
ber, when the Queſtion was put for - paſſing the 
Bill, and found themſelves pointed at for ſtand- 
ing Nenter, receded from that unmanly Practice, 


and concurr'd heartily in Voting for it, ſo that 


the Bill had a very quick and eaſy Paſſage: thro? 
the Houſe of Commons, and was carry'd, as be- 
fore, to the Lords for their Concurrence. 

But though it had met with little Oppoſition 
in the Lower. Houſe, the Faction that was againſt 
it being too few. to put a Rub of any Moment in- 
to its Way to the Upper, yet a Majority of their 
Lordſhips, who had made an Eftimate of their 

Strength before the Bill came to them, oppos'd it 

in ſuch a vigorous Manner, that it was hardly 

allow'd a Second Reading. At which Time the 
Biſhop of S——, out of his great Zeal for the 

Peace of the Nation, which a certain Member of 

Parliament wittily obſerv'd; was directly contra- 

ry to the Peace of God, deliver'd his Sentiments 
againſt it after this Manner. l 


; [ am very glad to find that how much Heat 
* Þ ſoever this Matter has rais'd Abroad, yet 
© none of that has appear'd in all this Debate. If 
da Heat of Zeal has appear'd in ſome, yet No- 
* thing has been mix'd with it unbecoming the 


| 0 Dignity of this Houſe, and the Solemnity of a 


great Council. It is a Diſadvantage, eſpecially to 
done of this Bench, to ſpeak. againſt any Thing 
* that in the Sound and firſt Appearance ſeems 
* to be intended for the Service of the Church, 
and I am ſure, if I were not fully convancd, 
* that it is not ſo but that, how well ſoever it 
may be intended by ſome, the Effects of it will 
* be quite contrary, I could not have a Heart or 
* a Face to ſpeak againſt it, but ſhould promote it 
* with all poſſible W F 1 


(34) „ 

I confeſs I am already bound up as to this 

« Particular, and determin d by a Promiſe ſolemn. 
© ly made to the Queen, Her Majeſty recom- 
< mended Union to us, with a particular Vehe- 
© mence of Style, when ſhe ſaid, She wanted Words 
to expreſs bow earneſtly ſhe d to ſee Union, and 
© a good Agreement among Her Subje#s. J am ſure 
ve · muſt all want Words to expreſs a due Senſe 
* of that Royal Tenderneſs and Care of us. In 
© our Addreſs to Her Majeſty, we promis d, nat 
© only to avoid, but to oppoſe every Thing that might 
© tend to create Diſunion, and Diſorder; And I do 
© freely own, that I had then this very Thing in 
my Thoughts, as I believe a great many others 
© had, and therefore I look on my ſelf as under 
© an Obligation now to perform what I then 
I know ſome of our Order, as well as my 
© ſelf in Particular, have been very indecently, 
and I hope very unjuſtly too, treated in many 
© Printed Libels upon this very Account; as if 
© we were the Enemies to the Church, becauſe we 
© cannot think this Bill for its Service: The 
« Station we are in ſets us above the Anſwering 
every ſpightful Writer. But, next to the Queen, 
we owe it to your Lordfhips, to ſatisfie you, if 
© any Thing ftick's with you. We hope we may 
© appeal to the World, and to our own Dioceſſes 
© in every Particular, whether our Labours do 
© not ſhew a true Zeal for the Church, in all its 
© Concerns? We are the Diſciples of the Croſs, and 
* muſt go through good Report and evil Report, 
but we hope we are fo well known, and have 
© acted fo long in a publick Scene, and have acted 
ſuch a Part in it, that we may reckon our ſelves 
© above ſuch Calumnies. AS : 


© Even St. Paul ſaid he became a Fool in Glory- 


* 7ng, but it was when others compell'd him to it. 
Me muſt freely own that there have been ſuch 
Os © Sevyerities 
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Severities among us in every Reign ſince the 
* Reformation, that theſe are Blemiſhes not eaſi- 
y wip'd off. The Burnings in King Edward's 
Reign is the Reproach of that Time. The 
; Gn Proceedings in Queen Elizabeth's Reign, 
and the ſevere Act of the 25th Year of it, that 
- puniſhes Meetings with Impriſonment, Baniſh- 
* ment, and Death, is a Blemith even on that Long 
* and Glorious Reign. The Repeal of that A 
* paſs d in Both Houſes, and it is known by what 
* Management it was that, it was not tender d to 
* the Royal Aſſent. The Mention of Queen Eliza- 
* beth's Reign leads me to take Notice of what 
* has been {aid in Relation to the Maxims, by 
* which ſhe govern'd Herſelf, as if ſhe had been 
* inflextbly ſteady in the Obſervation of the Laws, 
in Matters of Religion. It is certain, that ſhe 
treated the Papi/ts all along with every parti- 
* cular Indulgence. She would have the Peers 
* excus'd from the Obligation to take the Oaths 
of Supremacy ; ſhe employ'd Papiſts in all her + 
Affairs; they were Privy Councillors, and 
Lords Lientenants ; Her Lord Treaſurer proteſt» 
* ed againſt all the Acts for the Reformation, and 
was known to be a Church Papift and an Occa- 
* fonal Conformift; and yet he continu'd in that 
great Poſt 14 Years, till he Dy'd. She encou- 
rag d the Occaſional Conformity of Papiſts, and ap- 
* prehended no Danger in that, even from them, 
and yet I hope it will be acknowledg'd, that 
there was more Reaſon to be afraid of them, 
* conſidering both their Numbers, and the Hopes 
* of a Popiſh Succeſſor, than we have now to be 
* afraid of the Diſſenters. She encourag d Occa- 
* fonal Conformity, and no Body was uneaſy at it; 
* but che Pope ſaw what it was like to end in, 


and therefore he took Care fo a Stop to it. 


The Severities in King James the Firſt's 
* Reign caſt a Blot on * and the Proceedings io 
| 2 « the 
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the Star Chamber, and the High Commiſion, are ſet 
forth by a Noble Hiſtorian, (the E. of Claren. 


- a ) as Things that did not a little contribute 
| *to bring on us the Miſeries of a Civil War. 
The Proceedings in King Charles the Second: 
; Reign were ſevere, and ſet on with bad Deſigns, 
That in a Time both of War, and of a Plague 
* ſach an Act as the Five Mile Act ſhould have 
© paſs'd, will amaze all that do not know th: 
* Secret of that Time. Soon after the Reſtoration 
it had been a very eaſy Thing to have mad: 
up all Differences among us, but the vey 
was to inflame them, and that Matter was far 
driven as we all know. The Earl of Briſto 
* call'd together a Meeting of the Chief of the 
- Papiſts, and tender'd them an Oath of Secrecy, 
* as the Lord Stafford told me in the Tower, an 
© told it likewiſe at the Bar of the Houſe. H. 
then told them, That the Breach between th 
Church and the Diſſenters was now fix'd, ani 
* would be carry'd turther, it was therefore thei 
© Intereſt to make Uſe of all the Provocations thi 
* Diſſenters might meet with, and to offer thei 
Aſſiſtance to them, in Order to the engagins 
* them to Petition for a general Toleration 
yet they could never be brought to it. 
* © When the Declaration for a general Toler: 
© tion, in 1672, was queftion'd' in Parliament 
* which brought on the Act of the Teſt, ſet fort 
in the Preamble of this Bill, the Lord Cliforl 
got ſome to move in Fayour of the Diſſenter 
hoping that would have provok d either the on 
Side or the other, and that either the Churdlifi 
Party might be Offended with the Motion, or 
* the Diſſenters with the refuſing it. That wa 
* ſtopp'd by Alderman Love, who deſir d, tho? his 
Perſwaſion was well known, that nothing with 
Relation to them might intervene to ſtop the 
Security that the Nation and the Proteflant Re 


N ji 
/ bad? 4 
. 
* 

"41 | 1 

r 

. 
KAY ©: $4 
0 : : 
*., 1 
"MW. 4 
o "OY + 
a : Ti 
j #73. © 71 
7 0 3 
* of #.1 
4 117 
U * 
: 
4 


e * (37 ) 5 | oY 
« ligion would have by that Act. In this he was 
« ſeconded by moſt of that Party, ſo that the A& 
vas obtain d in ſome Meaſure, by their Aſfiſt- _ 
« ance, and therefore it would be hard to turn it 
. againſt them, for the King was then highly Of- 
« fended with them for the giving up his Decla- 
ration. This wrought ſo much on the Houſe, - - 
that was ſo zealous for the Church, that they 
Order'd a Bill to be brought in for the Eaſe f 
. Proteftaut Diſſenters, in which little Progreſs was 
indeed made, yet to the End of that Parlia- 
ment the Conventicles were held very Publick- 
. ly, and they never paſs'd a Vote, or made an 
. Addreſs againft them. In the End of King 
_ Charles's Reign, we all remember that a new 
Proſecution of them was ſet on Foot, and even 
then, when the Severities againſt them were 
* very hard, they were ſolicited by the Agents 
* of the Court to petition for a General Toleration, 
but they could not be prevail'd on. hat ſome 
F them did in King James's Reign is well known, 
and cannot be excus c. e 
* By all this, we ſee that the whole Manage- 
ment, with Relation to Dzfenters, was an 
: Artifice to advance a Popiſh Intereſt, which 
* muſt needs give a juſt Jealouſy of every I hin 
that looks that = After the late King ha 
* deliver'd us from all our Fears and Dangers, 
© to whom (let ungrateful and malicious Men treat 
© bis Memory as they. pleaſe) we owe our preſent 
* Happineſs, and that we are now Sitting here; 
© his next Care was to ſecure the Church of Exg- 
land by the A of Toleration, which has not only 
* ſet the Diſſenters at Eaſe, but has made the 
Church much ſtronger and ſafer, ſince God has 
© fo bleſs'd our Labours, that we ſee the Diſſenters 
* Jooſe as much Strength as we gain by it. The 
Feat rais'd by thoſe Diſſentions is much allay'd, 
and their Numbers are abated by a moderate 
EL | * Computation, 


=. .- 
Computation, at leaſt a Fourth Part, if not a 
Third: But now they are alarm'd, and begin 
© to put on more Zeal, for they apprehend the 
© Toleration is aim dat, and that how little ſoever 
© ſeems to be in this Bill, it is a Step, and will 
© be follow'd by more that are kept in Reſerve 
© till this Point is once gain'd. next Ste 
may be for their Wives and their Children, and ſo 
© the Matter may be carryd on till the whole Tole- 
© ration is broke through. . 
23 —— at a great Dyke that keeps out the 
Sea it will be thought how ſmall a Breach ſoever 
© he makes at firſt, that he deſigns a total Inundati- 
© on. As this ſeems to weaken the Tolęration, ſo Men 
© will grow jealous, and be on their Guard, and 
* by this Means We of the Church ſhall not have 
© ſo free and unexcepted an Acceſs to work on 
© their Reaſons, which We now do with ſo mach 
_ © Succeſs, when once their Paſſions are kindlel 
© againſt Us. The preſent State of our Affairs 
makes this more unſeaſonable: It is a common 
© Maxim, follow'd even by Perſecutors to keep 
© Things quiet at Home, when Nations are en- 
gag d in War, eſpecially in ſuch a War as this, 
© which is for Univerſal Monarchy, where all is at 


© Stake, There may happen great Accidents ih 


© War, and it is no way adviſeable to raiſe Dif- 
© contents or Apprehenſions in great Numbers 
© at: Home, which may come to have very ill 
Effects, when we are in no good Condition to 
. of Firnign 4f Durin 
Ys at oreign Afairs. Durin 
< the firſt ſix or ſeven Years of the laſt Rei 1 1 
was the common Topick of the Agents of Fraws 
in the Courts of our Allies, That England was 
© ſo diſ-jomted by Factions at Home, that there was 
no truſting to it: No doubt the ſame Arts are 
now practiſed. Portugal and Savoy are two 
© Allies of the greateſt Conſequence to us, — 
* nave 
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(39) 
have no Strength to reſiſt the Force that will 
© be poured in upon them, but as they hope to be 
x ry — by the Treaſure, the Fleet, and the 
Aſſiſtance of England. Any Thing that divides 
* and weakens us, muſt give them a melancholy 
* Proſpect, and may make very dangerous Im- 
preſſions on them; whereas our Lon at Home, 
and the maintaining the happy Calm the Na- 
* tion is now in, will incline them to depend more 
© firmly on our Treaties with the. 
* Some Things give a juſt Suſpicion, when the 
Men who Promote them, and Write for them, 
* without Doors, are the known and avowed Ene- 
mies of the Government, who deny the Queen's 
* Title, and are looking to One beyond Sea. Can 
* we think that thoſe -who ſeparate from our 
Churches, and have rais'd a Schiſin in it, can 
© be zealous for the Peace and Order of the 
Church? They are Zealous for ſomewhat elſe; 
and therefore we may well believe their Zeal, 
in this Particular, is with a View to that which 
they are driving. One Author, who has Writ 
* two Books in behalf of this Bill, is known to 
© be the Furiouſeſt Jacobite in England, and does 
© not conceal it, even in thoſe Books. In one of 
© theſe he ſays, He is one call'd a High-Church- Man; 
© theſe are new Terms of Diſtinction, rais'd on 
© Deſign to diſtract us yet more: I know no High- - 
© Church but the Church of Rome; and that Au- 
* thor Leſlie has, in another Book, ſhew'd- us 
© how near he comes to that Church, when he 
* propoſes, That a Treaty may be ſet on Foot between 
our Convocation and the Aſſembly f the Clergy 
* of France, and that we ſhould abate the Regal Su- 
* premacy, and they the Papal; and then, he fan- 
* cies all other Matters could be eaſily adjuſted. 
* $o here we ſee who are to be calbd Higb- Church. 
* Our legal Eftabliſhment, founded upon the Pri- 
© mitive Pattern, is the true Meaſure of our 
* Church, 
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© Church, and thoſe who riſe above it, are as much 
bout of the Way, as thoſe who fall below it. 
But I knew one of the Eminenteſt Papiſts of tlie 
Age, who us'd often to ſay, He was for the 
© Church of England, as by Law eftablifh'd : I took 
© the Liberty to aſk him how ſuch a Profeſſion 
did agree with his Sincerity ? He anſwer d, H 
lol d upon the Laws of Queen Mary as yet in full 
Force, for he thought Queen Elizabeth, who Re. 
* peal'd them, had no more Right to the Crown thay 
© Oliver Cromwell had, ſo that her Laws were 10 
Laws. I confeſs, ever ſince that Time, I have 
© been jealous, when I hear ſome Perſons pretend 
* ſo much Zeal for the Church of England. The 
Fury with which this Matter is driven does 
© heighten the Jealouſie. What great . Matters 
could this Bill produce, if there were not ſome: 
nr L 
How comes ĩt that our Bench ſhould be in- 
* decently Treated, becauſe we cannot all of 1 
think it ſeaſonable, and do not apprehend: that 
* we need it? We have, in the whole Courſe of 
our Lives, adhered to the Intereſt of the Church 
*1n all Perils, and-in all Times, without. ever 
* once, in any Particular, leaning to the Diſſen. 
* ters And yet we, who have been our whole 
Life long, by our Labours and Writings, Bui 
ding up the Church, muſt now he defam'd as the 
* Underminers, becauſe we cannot comply with 
* other Men's Notions. The Head of our Ordet 
© (meaning the Archbiſhop of Canterbury) is miſre- 
© preſented with as much Injuſtice as Violence, 
* tho' He ſtood as in the Front of the Church in 
© the moſt dangerous Times; and falſe Stories are 
made, and publickly reported of him. (alluding 
© to Sir John Packington's Speech) I love not to 
© uſe harder Words, but this could be the better 
© born, if it were not for the Relations and the 
« Dependencies of choſe that vent them. 1 wy 
N « elf 


(41 ) 
o ſelf, have met with a large ſhare of ſuch Treat- - 
ment, tho' in no ſtep or part of my Life, I ever 
gave the leaſt Occaſion for it. When I wrote 
« The Hiſtory of the Reformation, for which I had 
© the Thanks of the Houſe, I was then under no 
© Biaſs 3 I had neither Favour nor Intereſt to tye 
© me, ſo that I wrote purely what was my own 
© Senſe of Things; and yet I took care to mark 
call the firſt Beginnings of Nonconfarmaty, all the 
© Grounds they went on, and all the Colours that 
* impos'd on them, and have ſhewn the Miſtakes 
© and Weakneſs of every one of them, with an 
© Honeſty and Zeal that ought to ſet me beyond 
* ſuſpicion. But I own, I began the Warld on a 
© Principle of Moderation, which I have carry'd 
down thro* my whole Life, in which I hope 1 
* ſhall continue to my Live's End. There was a 
© Time when thoſe who are now ſo furious, and 
© perhaps ſo full of Hopes, needed my Service, 
© and I had ſome Credit, which, for ſome Years, 
© was chiefly employ'd in their Behalf. Your. 
Lordſhips may remember with what Vehe- 
©* mence I pleaded for excuſing the Depriv'd Bi- 
© ſhops from the Oaths. Others were then, and 
© are now, in Great Poſts, who, I am confident, 
will do me the Juſtice to own, that I was the 
common Agent both for Papiſts and Facobites in 
© Diſtreſs, for which we are now ſo ill Rewarded. 
But now, to ſpeak to the Title of the Bill, 
£ Occafional Conformity, I cannot in the 7 
© condemn this, but as it is accompany d with 
© Error and Miſtake. For a particular Inſtance, 
© I my ſelf was an Occaſional Conformiſt in Geneva 
and Holland. I thought their Churches were ir- 
regularly form'd, under great Defects in their 
© Conſtitution, yet I thought Communion with 
them was lawful, for their Worſhip was not 


corrupted; but at the ſame time I continud my 


* Communion with rigen Church, dec 
91 . 
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© to the Liturgy of this Church, with all that came 
about me. And if the Defigns of ſome of the Pro- 
© moters of this Bill ſhould be brought about, and 
driven beyond Sea, (unleſs among other unpar- 
* donable People, I ſhould be at firſt knock'd on the 


Head) I, in that Caſe, would Communicate with 


© the Foreign Churches, but would likewiſe ga- 
ther all of this Church about me, and ſtill con- 
* tinue to worſhip God according to the Litur- 


© gy, to my Life's End. So I think Ocafonal 


Conformity, with a leſs perfect Church, may well 
* conſiſt with the continuing to worſhip God in 
© a more perfe& one. It remains then a Point 


of Opinion, which Church or Society is the more, 
© and which is the leſs perfect. In this I am very 


ſure our Church is the more perfect and regu- 


lar, and that the Separation is founded upon 


Error and Miſtake; and that true Edification 
is among us, and not among them. But ſome 


* of them, by an unhappy Education, think other- 
* wiſe, and in this they are certainly to blame, 
* as they are in every Part of the Separation. 
But if it is intended to tolerate them under 
their other Miſtakes, I do not ſee why this 
* ſhould not be tolerated likewiſe, ſince it is much 
© leſs dangerous than the other Practices, that are 
not at preſent complain'd of. 
»The noble Hiſtorian (the Earl of Clarendon) 


” 


© whom you are all now reading with much 


* Pleaſure, finds great Fault with thoſe 
* who did not go to the French Churches, even 
* where they had an Ambaſſador's Chappel to 
* reſort to, tho this was certainly an Occaſional 
Conformity with a leſs perfect Church, where 
* there was no Obligation to go to it, and when 


they had a more perfect one at Hand. It has 


been a Topick inſiſted on by all who have writ 
* againſt the Diſſenters from the firſt Beginning of 
* theſe Diſputes, down to the preſent Times; . 

; Share 
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e © have been always call'd on to come as near to 
- | © the Church as they could, and to do all that 
d they could do with a good Conſcience, and 
. therefore, before the Wars, great Difference 


Bromniſts, or Sæparatiſts, on this very Account; 
* but now all that is revers'd ; the Separatiſts are 
* © well look'd upon, whereas thoſe who come much 


* this is a Step by which many come over en- 
* tirely to us, and the Children of others do enter 


* ſhall we go to caſt a Scandal on this to diſen- 


* formiſts, out of Principle, who ſometimes go to 
* Church, and go ſometimes to Meetings, are with- 
* out Number ; who yet have-no Office, and ſeem 
© to pretend to none. I confeſs, I do not defire 
to preſs it too hard upon them, that they may 
not do both, left this, inſtead of keeping them 
from Meetings, hinder them from coming to 
Church. I have heard but of one in Office in 
my Dioceſs, who goes to Meetings, and that 


_— . 


is only to a Weekly Lecture. 


© Therefore, ſince Occaſional Cinfarmity is on] y 
| © to be blamed when it goes upon an Error, and 
n) || © a miſtaken Principle, I do not ſee why it ſhould 


ch be worſe treated than the Errors that are now. 


oſe Ill © tolerated, for it is that, of all other Errors, 


en | © which has done the greateſt Service to the 


to I © Church. N „ 
nal I now come to the Bill it ſelf. I miſs a Pream- 
ere ble here that was in the former Bill, in favour 
1en || © of Toleration, which is now left out. I confeſs, 
has I do:not know how it came to be there, for it 


Tit did not very well agree with the Bill, eſpeci- 


of ally as it was firſt ſent up to us. It put me in 


ey Mind of a Clauſe in the Sentence of the Inqui- 


we ä | | * ſitors, 


© was made between the Puritans and the 


* nearer to us are diſcourag'd, tho we all ſee, that 
into a conſtant Communion with us. And 


ln my Diocefs, thoſe who are Occaſional Con- 


8 


« ſitors, when a Heretick is condemn d, and deli. 


©verd to the Secular Arm, they conjure the 
Magiſtrate by the Mercies of God, and the 
* Bowels of Jeſus Chriſt, that no Harm be done 
© to the Obſtinate Heretick, neither in Life nor 
Limb: But all this is but Farce, for he his to be 
burn d immediately. Yet after all, theſe Words 
© were a ſolemn Declaration, that could not have 
© been forgot, if other Matters had been after- 
© wards offer d at. They are now left out with 
great Sincerity no doubt, by thoſe who do 
© not intend to maintain the Toleration Act; a 
very honeſt Part, when they will not profeſs 
it! I know it may be ſaid, let us put in theſe 
Words, and ſtand to them. But ſtill this will 
not lay the Apprehenfions, that the leavin 

© out theſe Words muſt raiſe, as if the Original 
© Deſign of this Bill was to ſtrike at the Tolera- 
tion, and that therefere thoſe who have con- 
* triv'd it, would not limit themſelves by Words 
of their own Framing; fo they may, to carry 
their Point, conſent to their being put in by 
* others, to which they do not only give Way, 
* which they will not think to be ſuch a Tye on 


* them, as if they had, of their own accord, put 


them in the firſt Draught of the Bill. There 
* are other Words in the Preamble that do not 
© appear to me to be well grounded, after the two 
Acts, the Corporation 48 and the Teft At are 
* ſet forth. It is infer'd, That it was intended 


that all Men comprehended in them ſhould be, 


and always continue to be of the Communion 
* of the Church of England. By the firſt of theſe 
Acts no Man could bear Office in a Corpora- 
tion, unleſs he had receiv'd the Sacrament 
* within a Year before, and by the other, he who 
had a Place of Truſt was to receive the Sacra- 
* ment within three Months after, ſo by theſe 
Acts it is very true, that no Man might be in 

_ . WF 


j 
any mne either had not been, or 

* was not then in the Communion of the Church, 

* but there is not a Clauſe, nor a Word in either 
* of theſe Acts that import, That he ſhould. al- 
* ways continue to be ſo. If the Clauſe once of- 
fer d had been receiv'd, obliging ſuch Perſons 
* to come to Church once a Month, and to re- 
* ceive the Sacrament once a Year, then this In- 
* tention would have been fairly declar'd ; but 
© as it is, ſince no ſuch Clauſe appears, I don't ſee 
* how, in a Recital, we can affirm a Thing that 
* has no Foundation, for how unlimited ſoever 
our Enadting Power may be, yet in a Recital a 
* Thing muſt be, as it is ſet forth to be, or all the 

; Oy on Earth, cannot make it to be, 

* otherwiſe than it is. As for the Enacting Part, 

* when at any time a Bill ſhall be brought in, 
* diſabling all to hold any Imploym ent, but 
* thoſe who continue to be in the Communion of 
* the Church of England, I ſhall concur in it 
* heartily, but for a Fine of Fifty Powds I cannot 
* agree to it. That Puniſhment goes farther 
| * than diſabling; I cannot agree to any ſuch 
on Clauſe: Nor is it conſiſtent with the Act of Jo- 
put = * ration, to lay a heavy Fine for going to a 
were Meeting tolerated by Law; nor can I conſent 
not to the reckoning the Foreign Churches tolerated. 
two IN © among us, which are by Name excepted in the 
are Act of Uniformity among the Meetings of the 
ded If © Separatifts from our Church. This will have 
be, a a ſtrange Sound all the World over, arid will he 
jon a mighty. Diſcouragement to all Abroad, who 
reſe || © expect Deliverance and Protection from hence, 
ra- | © when they underſtand that it is made fo Cri- 
* minal a Thing to Worſhip God with them, and 
ho according to their Way. For theſe Reaſons 1 
ra- © think this Bill ought not to be now entertain d, 
eſe but that the ſubject: Matter of the Bill ought to 
in || © be left to be conſider d at a n,, 5 
| A 


EF: : 

What Influence this Speech had, might be ſeer 
by the Iſſue of their Lordſhips Debates ſoon af. 
ter; yet it was not ſo generally receiv'd, and 
held for inconteſtible, but a very Eminent Perſon 
made Anſiver to it after this manner: That he 
ſhould not enter into any Queſtion about any 
One's Sincerity, eſpecially his Lordſhips, but 
that he thought every Member of that Houſe 
was as much engag'd to promote Lion as he 
was, and as he underſtood it, the pur port of Her 
Majeſty's Speech was to encourage a good Un- 
derſlanding between the Two Houſes. That it 
was directly contrary to that Agreement not 
to cloſe in with ſuch Meaſures as would ad- 
vance it, which could never be taken in oppo- 
ſing ſo Juſt and Neceſſary a Bill. That the 
Commons had leſſen'd the Penalty from a Hun. 
dred t6 Fifty Pounds in it; and that he could i 
not but admire how that could be call'd a Se- 
verity, that was made uſe of as a Means to ſave 
Mens Souls, who would run the riſque of Dam- 
nation without it. That it was 4 wonder 
to him, how ſuch a celebrated Author, as his 
Lordſhip, who wrote purely what was his own Senſe 
of Things, without Favour or Intereſt to tye bim, could 
paſs over the Hiſtories of Edward the 6th's, and 
Queen Elizabeth's Reigns, without any ſuch Im- 
putations as he now charg'd them with ; and if 
the latter encourag'd Fapiſs ſo very much, he 
ſhould have expected to have ſeen theſe. Particu- 
lars in the Hiſtory of the Reformation. That 
King James's Star-Chamber had nothing to do with 
the Practice of Occafional Conformity, which wat 
the Theme they were enter d upon; and as for 
the Five- Mile Act in King Charles the Second 
Time, it had as little Relation to the Matter in 
hand. That it was true, the Diſſenters were hard- 
ly us d, under ſome Part of the Latter's Admini- 
ation; but the Plots and Contrivances which 

| were 


(47). 
ſeen ere ſet on foot by them, gave Birth to that 
n af. reatment. That there was a great Difference 
and In being ſuffer'd the Uſe of what the Law actu- 
ron ly allow'd them, and what it forbad. That 
at he Nveral Acts: of Parliament 'enjoin'd no one to 
any e admitted into Offices and Places of Truſt, 
but ut ſuch as were known to be in the Commu- 
Iouſe ion of the Church of England, and that this 
s he Memporary Conformity to ſerve any Man's Turn, 
Her Nas nothing than making Gain of Godlineſs, 
U. nd acting in contempt of the Precept that 
ys, Dogs ſhould not Eat the Childrens Bread. 
hat no Man had a greater Veneration for the 
zench which this Prelate ſat upon than himſelf, 
nd that it was te his great Concern ſuch vener- 
ble Perſons as the Enghſb Hierarchy was com- 

Pos d of, ſhould be in anywiſe ill Treated. But 
e wiſh'd that every one of them had given no 
2 8e · ccaſion for the Enemies of the Church to ſpeak 
ſave Indifferently of them. That his Lade | 
Dam · Practice of Occafional Conformity in Geneva and 


nder MHiolland, was not in order to be made a Syndzke, 
Ss his r Burgomaſfer; and it avail'd nothing that one 
Senſe Man ſays, I did ſo, and ſo, for a general Imita- 
ould ion. That Conſciences traly Scrupulons were 
and ſeainſt Prevarications, and he could not perceive 
Im- Now Occaſional Conformity, on purpoſe to undermine 
d if Church, could be of any Service to it. That 
„ he Ie had often heard it ſpoken to the Praiſe of 
ticu · lergymen, benefic'd with the Care of Souls that 
That Whey had not one Diſſenter in their Pariſh, but 
with ould not think it redounded much to his Lord- 


wal Whip's Honour, to have it ſaid, and by himſelf. 

s for oo, that he had Occaſional Conformiſts in his Dioceſs 
nd's Nit hout Number. That his Lordſhip, in all ap- 
r in Ipearance, would think but indifferently of thoſf-e 
ard- Poctrines that were not powerful enough to 
nini· prevail for a Reception from thoſe they were 


directed to, and he himſelf would have but Bt. 
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that were 


Bill was Nook elſe but a Preſervative again 
4 Hypocriſ ch his Lordſhip had undoubtedh 


5 * Security of the Church of England, than twas 


walk Hand in Hand. 


Haverſham, who was always very famous f | 


; Means of ſpeaking 
- Teeth at the Co of the Court; for he ſe 


better Things in their View, than any . Tempor 
Intereſt. 1 


(48) | 
tle Reaforr” to take it amiſs if the Application 
was thruſt Home to him. That it was true the 


Preamble that was brought to them in the laſ 


Bill, was omitted in this, but it did not from 
thence follow that · the Promoters of this Bill 
deſign'd to ſet aſide the Toleration, and where 
there. was Room for a more favourable Con- 


ſtruction, it was Want of Charity in one of his 


Order not to make Uſe ef it. To conclude, 
he inftanc'd in the little Notice that was taken 
by the Ma _—_—_ ty of the Confederate Prince 
the Roman Catholick Perſuaſion 6 

the Methods that were then in Force to extit. 
pate Popery, and very happily obſerv'd by 
Way of Anſwer to his laſt WB. riod, That thi 
Fyoteſfant Princes of the Alliance had as litth 
© Reaſon to interfere with at our Endeavours, t 
* get the better of Presbytery. In ſhort, that th 


© a great ED ol to, and that it no more end: 
ger d the Meaſures we had taken with en 
and Savoy to make a further Proviſion for 


? il Effect to the grand Alkance 3 in general, ft 
© us to meddle with our National Concerns, « 
t pecially y ſince Rome and Geneva are at preſe 

irreconcileably averſe to one another, a 
© the Fope and John Caluin are fo 2 


Others expreſs d themſelves much to the f. 
Purpoſe, in Favour of the Bill, when the 


the Miniſtry, took Ocuiſien, by d 
it, thus to 8 


to aim at the Men in Power, more than thoſw wh 
brought in the Bill at this Juncture, — * 


!!. T 


3 


I 4 very little perſonally concern d in this Bill: 1 
bave no Office, I expect none, nor do I defire any; 
and yet I pay as much Duty to Her Majefly, and wiſh 
as well to Her Government, as thoſe that have 
belfs Deas. RR. ot: 
I all not, my Lords, enter into the Confideration 
of the Juſtice or Irnjuſtice of this hill, whether a Man 
maybe depriv'd of what he has a Legal Right to, with- 
out any Forfeiture on bis Part. Tho', in my Opinion 
be may, becauſe private Right is always to give Way 
to publick Safety; and nothing elſe can juſtifie one of 
the Beft Bills that euer was made for the Security of 
the Proteſtant Religion, I mean the Teſt Ad. But 
this is not the Caſe here ;, The Perſons affected by this 
Bill are ſuch as haus been always ſerviceable to the 
Government, and are ſome of the beſt Friends to it. 
Nor Pall I trouble your Lordſbips to ſhew that the 
great Enemies to the State do not ſo much conſider 
you, as yon are three different Nations, but as you are 
an imbodied People under one Sovereign. Neither 
does the Church of Rome ſo much oppoſe you, as cou 
ſider d undes the Notion \ > of England, Oc- 
caſional Conformiſt or Diſſenter, but as yo are 
Part" of the Northern Hereſy, as you denye the Supre- 
macy, Infallibility, aud aſſert the 1dolatry of their 
Church. They have no more Affection for any of thoſe 
Per firaſious than for another, but equally deſign the 
But, my Lords, that which I. hall rah ſneak to 
is the Point of Time in which this Bill vifits you, a 
in my- Opinion it could never habe come in a more 
unſeaſonable and more dangerous Juncture. I hope 
your Lordſhips will not think I wander frum the Sub. 
je@ of the Debate, if I em you a little the preſent 
Poſture of Affairs, as ſo many Arguments that at leaſt 
will, T hope, juftifie me for giving my Vote againſt a 
ſecond Reading of this Bill. 3 
5 1 Foſt, 
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Pirf, my Lords, if we confider what a Potent what. 


a V igilant Adverſary we have to firuggle with, of the , 


French King, a Prince whoſe Deſigns are laid up- 
on the greateſt Maturity of Deliberation, car- 
ry'd on with the greateſt Secrecy, and executed 
with the greateſt Diſpatch: There is no Un- 
ſteadyneſs in his Councils, his Troops are never 
ſurpriz d, his Deſigns are never betray d, his At- 
tempts never diſappointed by either the Emula- 


tion, Envy, or private Piques of his great Gene- 
rals. He can bring his Armies ſooner into the Field, 


and keep them longer there than we can, can do more 
with a ſmall Part, after we are gone into Winter Quar- 
ters, than we can with the main Body of ours in the 
whole Campaign, and that too, when they are Com- 
manded by a General, that has Retriev'd the 
Glory of the Engliſh Nation. Sure, my Lords, all 
Head, all Hearts, are little enough againſt ſuch an 
I the next Place, my Lords, what heavy Taxes lie 


upon us here at Home, without any Hope of Eaſe, + 


and very little Expectation of Advantage. The Rea- 
fon wby Men chearfully undergo ſuch Burthens is, be- 
cauſe they expect ſome publick Advantage by them, or, 
at leaſt, that they may enjoy the Remainder with Se- 
curity But when they have no Proſpect from what is 
given, and are not ſecure of enjoying what is left, it 
will come very hard. We have, my Lords, given 
great Sums, the laſt Tear, for the Army; but what 


| Freat Matter have we done? For my own Part, Ithinł 
u Man can reaſonably expect more from what we are 


nom raiſing this Tear, then to meet again here next 
Winter, and give more,— and ſo on.. 
And as to our Navy, what a vaſt and friitleſs 


Expence have we been at? Iconfeſs to your Lor dſhips, 


when I conſider theſe two Heads, it puts me in mind 


of Old Jacob's Propheſy of bis Son Iſſachar, in the 
49th Chapter of Geneſis. Tſachar is a ſtrong Aſs, 


Shoulders. 


couching under two Burthens ; he bowed his 


<A Inn Rf i. at ene 6 oo» - 
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Shoulders to bear, and became a Servant to Tri- 


be 

> baute. 1 believe this A has been fulfilled elſewhere- 
1 Was there ever ſuch an Expedition undertaken, as 
d that into the Streights the laſt Summer ? I could never 
n- yet meet with that Man who could give a reaſonable 
er Account of it. Sure no Man will ſay that it was to 
Ml carry on ou Trade. That was to put the Nation 
2 to a Million Expence to carry on Three or Four 


je- Hundred Thouſand Pounds, and make a kind of 
7 NMecaeſity of as much more to bring it Home again. Nor 
. pill any Man, I think, own that ſo great a Force was 
* ſent thither to make the Italian Princes declare for 
be the Emperor, and then leave them to the Mercy of 
m- the French. Tis very true, ſo vaſt a Fleet {plainly ſhew'd 
he How Formidable a Power the Confederates were 
all by Sea, but ſure it ſhew'd alſo, the Weakneſs of our 
an Conduct, that knew ſo little what to do with it. 
But there is one Thing, my Lords, that above all 
Le MW amazes me. Every Body knows that the Foundation 
ſe. f all ow Expectations and Deſigns of placing the 
By co of - Auſtria on the Throne of Spain, 7s 
ba. laid on the Aſſiſtance we expect from Portugal. Ve 
or | know too, by the Manner of that Prince's Conduct, 
Se and Treatment with us, that no Prince is govern'd 
3s more by Intereſt. Why then was not a great Part of 
it / vaſt a Fleet left there to Countenance and Secure 
* Him? Sure tis unaccountable that he ſhould have 
bat any juſt Cauſe to apprebend himſelf either forgotten 
ink or neglected. No Man knows what Difficulties or 
are Delays may force him to. | 
ert A noble Lord with a white Staff (the Lord Go- 
dolphin) gave it as a Reaſon, why, tho' he was 
Ef: againſt the bringing in of this Bill, yet, fiace it 
pn, had paſs d another Place, he was for it; becauſe 
ind the not paſſing of it now, he fear d would create 
A* great Diſturbances in our Affairs, which I take to 
ea great Reaſon againſt the Bill. For tis very well 
his known, the Leading Part of the Nation are moſt con- 
ers | cernd in it; and 7 this Bill ſhould paſs, 22 
* 24 
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Foul E fe fs of it would ſoon be | found in the Exche- 


vert wit "I 
the Crown and Government, It is the extraordina- 


wer. | 5 1 
. Beſides all this, my Lords, what great and irre- 


parable Loſſes have we had? The Parliament may 
vote Money, and Money may build Ships, but tis 


impoſſible to recover our Seamen, nor is there 


any Encouragement to them, or. Nurſery for 
them. 5 


There is one Thing more, my Lords, which I 


will at profent but Name; becauſe upon ſome other 


Occaſion. ] intend ta ſpeak more on that Point. It 
may, perhaps, ſeem too big ta be nam d, but I ſhall ne- 
1 kk any thing ſo, that may prove dangerous to 


ry Favour of one or two Perſons: A thing that 
has been very fatal to the Royal Family, and what 
has been may be. MT will only, in ſhort, ſay, when 
all the Favour is beſtowed upon one or two Perſons, 
when all the Power by Sea and Land is either virtual- 
or openly in one Hand, when all the Offices, like a 
et of Locks, ars commanded by one Maſter-Key, I 
pray God it never again prove fatal both to Crown 
r 


Give me heave only to recapitulate, aud ſay, whether 


our Lordſhips confider the preſent Poſture of Affair, 
zither at jk en a Court or 10 | 5 

never think this a proper time for ſuch a Bill. 
What the Lord Haverſbam ſaid was back d by 
ſeveral other Peers, who ſpoke loud againft the 
Bill, particularly the Duke of D—re, the Earl 
of P—, the Lord M—n, the Lord Fxs, 
and the Lord Fh———. The laſt of theſe, 
to ſhew the unſeaſonableneſs of any thing 
that might ſeem to lead to Perſecution, took No- 
tice of the Diſtracted State of Scotland, and of the 
Infolence of the Papifts in Ireland, adding, They 
ought rather to imitate the Parliament of the latter 
Kingdom in their Zeal againſt Popery, than to frame 
Laws to increaſe their Diviſions here, And the 
| On es Tom Ree MAETY | Lord 
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ord M- did not ſtick to ſay, That if they paſ#d. | 

is Bill, they bad as good Tack the Pretended Princes - 1 

Cf Wales to it. Upon the whole Matter the Bill, af. 

r a Second Reading was rejected, by a Majority of ß 
leven Voices, amongſt whom were Fourteen” ©  _ |} 

ops, and ſo it miſcarry'd a Second time to | 

he great Joy of ſome Eminent Citizens, who 

ew'd their Zeal for the Canſe, by contributing 

wards Illuminations and Bonefires in contempt. + +... 

f the Proceedings of the Houſe of Commons. 

zut before T enter upon the Reſult of their Con- + _ - 
tations the enſuing Year, it may not be amiſs | 

o preſent the Publick with a Liſt of ſuch Noble 

ers that Voted for and againſt the Bill, as al 

d of ſuch as enter'd their Proteſts thereupon + . . : 

lown in the Journals of the Houſe of Lords. 


A Liſt of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, who 
voted for or againſt the Bill for preventing Oc- 
caſional Conformity © — $002 5 ee SIS 


Earl of Northampton. 


Earl of Lindſey. 3 
L. Chamberlain, E. of Jerſey. 


For the Bill, | Earl of Denbeigh. 
x Earl of Vinchelſea. 
L. Treaſurer, L. Godolphin. | Earl of Canarvan. 
L. Preſident, E. of Pembroke | Earl of Thanet. 
Lord Privy Seal, Duke of Earl of Scarſdale. 
Buckingham. Earl of Sandwich. 
Duke of Northumberland. Earl of Angleſey. 
Duke of Schombergh. I Earl of Suſſex. 
Duke of Leeds. [Earl of Nottingham. 
Duke of Bedford. Far! of Rocheſer. 
Duke of Malborough. | Earl of Abingdon. 
Lord Great Chamberlain, Earl of Plynonth. 


Lord Viſcount Hereford. 


Lord Vifconnt Feymoutb: 


Earl of Kent. Lord Viſcount Longus villa. 
Earl of Exeter. I Lord De la Warr. 
Earl of Bridgwater. 


Lord Willoughby, of Brook. 
— Lord 


Lord Chandos. 
Lord Brook. 
Lord Poulet. 

Lord Maynard. 
Lord Leigh. 

Lord Byron. 

Lord Craven. 
Lord Osborn. 
Lord Dartmouth. 
Lord Stawell. 
Lord Guilford. 
Lord Asburnham. 
Lord Lempſter. 
Lord Weſton. 
Lord Bernard. 
Lord Granville. 
Lord Guernſey. 
Lord Gower. 

Lord Compay. 

Lord Arch- Biſhop of Tork. 
Biſhop of London. 
Bihop of Wincheſter. 
Biſhop of Durbam. 
Biſhop of Landaff. 
Biſhop of Rocheſter. 
Bithop of Exeter. 
Biſhop of Cheſter. 
Bilhop of St. 9980 


Againſt the Bill. 


Ld. Seward: Duke of Devon. 
Duke of Somerſet. 

Duke of Richmond. 

Duke of Southampton. 

Duke of St. Albaus. 

Duke of Bolton. | 

Duke of Newcaſtle. 


— 


TS) 


Earl of Portland. 


Earl of Romney. 


Lord Viſcount Tomnsend. 


8 


r 


Earl of Rivers. 
Earl of ane ba 9 


Earl of Burlington.) 


L. Willoughby, of "Re ary 


E. of Carliſle, Der E. Har 
Earl of Derby. 8 

Earl of Saffolk. 

Earl of Dorſet. 

Earl of Lzecefter. 

Earl of Bullingbrooł. 

Earl f Mancheſter. 
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Earl of Stamford. 

Earl of King fon. 
Earl of Sunderland, 

Earl of Eſſex. 


Earl of Feverſham. 
Earl of Radnor. 


Earl of Montague. 
Earl of Torrington. 
Earl of Scarborough. 
Earl of Bradford. 


Earl of Coventry. 
Earl of Orford. 
Lord Viſcount Say and Sele, 


Lord Abergave 
Lord Ferrers. 8 5 165 
Lord Fitzwalter. 
Lord Eure. 

| Lor d Wharton, | 


Lord Paget. 
Lord H — of Eiben 
Lord — 

Lord 8 
Lord Mohun. 
Lord Vauchan. 
Lord Colepepper. 


Lord 


1 

ord Lucan. J Biſhop of Ely. 

ord Rockingham, | Bp. of Litchfeld and Coventry. 
ord Cornwallis, | Biſhop of Norwich. 

ord Offulfon. | Biſhop of Peterborough. 

ord Herbert. 1 Biſhop of Gloceſſer. 

ord Haverſpam. Biſhop of Briſtol. | 
ord Somers. Biſhop of Lincoln. | 
ord Hallefax. Biſhop of Chicheſter. g 
ord Harvey. Biſhop of Oxford. 


5 


. Archbiſhop of Canterbury. | Biſhop of Worceſter. 
\ Wiſhop of Sarum. | Biſhop of Bangos. 
ſhop of Hereford. = 1 e 


The Queſtion being carry'd for rejecting the Bill, the | 
Following Peers enter'd their Diſſem. | 


3odolphin. Granville, ” 
Mochefter. | Guernſey. | 
Buckingham, | Jerſey. 


2 Warr. 1 Weſton. 
Thanet. 75 Carnarvan. 1 
alborough. Osborn. | 1 
Ninchelſea. Stawell. | | 
vet ottingham. H. Loan. i 
2 | 


Pee, bingdon. . 
1. Longueville. I Tho. Roffen. 
Weymoutn. IN. Ceſtrien. 
uldford. r 8 


Two ſuch Diſappointments as theſe in two 
ucceeding Seſſions of Parliament, were thought 
by the Party that call'd themſelves Moderate, 
ſufficient to hinder any Bill of the ſame Ten- 
dency of the former from being brought into the 
Houſe, in this; and it was expected both in the 
City, Court, and Country, by ſuch as favour'd 
the flinging it out in the laſt Year, that it would 
not have been introduc'd in 1704. But as yy 


- JN = 
that have a Regard for their Duty, and the Fj 
gagements they lie under of propagating and a 
_ vancing that holy Religion which they are Pn 
feſſors of, are not to be beaten off from it by an 
Diſcouragements, ſo Mr. Bromely, who was de 
to all the Endeavonrs of the Miniſtry, to engay 
the leading Men amongſt the warm Sticklers f 
the Church of England, to contain their Zeal (4 
was pretended) till ſuch an Opportunity, as 
might not be conſtrued a Defign to obſtruct f 
publick Buſineſs, mov'd the Houſe ſoon af 
their Sitting. for Leave to bring in this Bill one 
more. This Motion was made on the 14th q 
| November, and met with notable Oppoſition fron 
the contrary Party, among whom appear'd mz 
ny Courtiers, particularly Mr. Boyle, Chance 
Tour of the Exchequer, who ſpoke vehementh 
againſt it, and was anſwer'd very handſomel 
by Mr. Bertram Stote, Member of Parliament fi 
the County of Northumberland, to whom we inc 
owe two excellent Poems, Faction and Moder 
tion diſplay d, which took their Being from the Su 
ject then in Diſpute; at laſt it was carry 
Bring in the Bill, upon the Queſtion, Teas 15 
Noes 126, Majority of Voices 26. Number d 
Members then in the Houſe, 28. 
Leave being obtain'd for this Bill, by the Di 
parity of Voices it was brought in and read a 
the 23d of the ſame Month, and the Queſtia 
again put whether it ſhould be read a ſecon 
Time; which after high and warm Debates wi 
carry'd in the Aſhrmative. Teas 192. Mes 130 
Ma,ority of Voices 54. Number of Member 

then in the Houſe 330. El 
This ſecond Struggle againſt the Bill even it 
the Houſe of Commons, where it had formerly 
more eaſy Paſſage, made thoſe that puſh d it 
forward, juſtly apprehenſive, that tho it ha 
Strength enough to elbow it ſelf _ the 
| 7 


„ © © Rn. 
Lower Houſe by it ſelf, it could never encounter 
with the Oppoſition it would meet with in the 
Upper, Single Handed, accordingly, by the So- 
licitations of a certain Perſon, whom they had a 
great Confidence in, and who defign'd to draw 
them into a Snare, they refoly'd to attempt the 
Tacking of it to the Money-Bill, which,upon theſe- 
cond Reading of the Conformity Bill, was propo- 
ſed by the Motion of a very conſiderable Man. 
This occaſion'd ſtill warmer and longer Debates, 
when it was call'd upon to be pat to the Vote, 
at which Juncture above a hundred of thoſe that 
us*d to go — with them (for Reaſons beſt 
known to themſe yay deſerted the Church Party 
that was for the Bill, among whom the very 
Gentleman that advis d the Tack, very valiantly, 
as well as honeſtly, made one, which happen'd 
on the 28th of November, ſo that the Negative 

prevails Mes 251. Teas 134; Number of Mem- 
ers in the Houſe 385; Defaulters 128. Now, 
Defaulters are Members as did not attend their 
Service that Seſſion, and thus the Bill was loft 
for want of Attendance; a great Neglect among 
the Church Party. For if the Tackers 134, and 
the Defaulters 128 had Voted alike; they had 
been 262. Now ſubſtract the Mes 251, and 
the Majority would have been Eleven. * 
The Argument that was chiefly made uſe of 
by the Members againſt the Tack, was that the 
Lacking of any Act to a Money-Bill, takes away 
MM the Negative both from the Crown and the Houſe 
{ative Power, and fo tends to deſtroy the Corfti- 
tution. To which it was anfwer'd, on the Part 
of thoſe that eſpous d it, that extraordinary Diſ- 
eaſes ought to have <xtraordinary Remedies, and 
that, beſides our owing the beſt Laws in Force to 
this Method, for which there were even Prece- 
dents in the laſt Reign; 8 'ewas hop d the = 
OE > nezits 
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fitution, who were intent upon Ways and Means 


rough had lately concluded a Treaty with the King of 
Relief of the Duke of Savoy, who was in moſt immi- 
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Troops, and thereby occaſion the entire Ruin of the 
That the Engliſh Nation was now in the bigheft 


the Reſolutions of this Parliament, and that if am 


all in mind of his 


(53) 
nefits that were ariſing to them all from thaf of 
Magna Charta, and the Habeas Corpus Ad would 
not make this a new and unwarranted Thing 
to them. That it could not be thought they 
deſign'd any thing againſt the Rights of the Con- 


to ſtrengthen it; and it was matter of admira- 
tion to them, to ſee ſome People ſo violent againſt 
it, who, in ſome late * in that 
of King Charles the Second, ſcarce ever gave any 
Money without exchanging, it this Way, for ſome | 
or other of his Royal Prerogatives. Upon which 
Mr. Secretary Hedges, and the Lord Cutts, root 
ſented to the Houſe, That the Duke of Marlbo- 


Pruſſia for 8000 Men, to be employd towards the 


nent Danger. That thoſe Troops were actually on their 
March, upon the Credit of the Reſolution the Houſe 
had already taken. to make good Her Majeſtys Trea- 
ties, and that obſtructing the Money-Bills, which the 
Tacking of the Occaſional Bill would infallibly do, 
would put an immediate flop to the March of thoſe 


Duke of Savoy. My Lord Cutts likewiſe urg'd, 
on. 
fideration Abroad; that all Europe were attentive to 


Divi ons ſhould happen between the two Houſes, it 
would ca a Damp upon the whole Confederacy, and 
give the French King almoſt a great an Advantage as 
that of Blenheim. To whichhis Lordſhip had for 
reply, That the 9 of Blenheim muſt put them 

rdſhip's Services; and that, if the 


March of the Pruſſian Auxiliaries were flop'd, or the 
Confederacy ſhould take Umbrage at their Proceedings, 
it would lie at their Doors who obſtrufed the Paſſage | ; 
of the Bill, and would not conſent to the Funds tote | 
rais'd on. ſuch an Equitable and Eaſie a Proviſo. 


— 
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Mr. Boyle, then 
who, without doubt, had many more againſt the 
Bill, aſk'd_ on his Part, whether any Wiſe Man 
amongſt them would venture their whole Eſtate 
upon a Vote? No ſure, ſaid he, and then ſhall we 
now venture the ſafety of all England, nay of all 


ding to his wonted way of conveying Wit, percei- 
ving that many Members had ( 


againft this Bill from the beginning, but he 


pas on the brink of Ruin, unleſs ſuch a Bill did paſs, 


mi- ¶ frould not perſue the only Method that might 


ſecure the Paſing of that Bill : I put it to the Con- 


Bill, ſuce they now deſert their own Friends. I 
wiſh they had Voted on our Side two Years 


Trouble, the greateſt Part of the Nation, a great 
deal of uneaſineſs, and themſelves the confuſion 


Littleton ſpoke to this effect, and on the ſame 
ide, ſaying, © Gentlemen, by the Tacking of this 
Bill, we mean to throw a Neceſſity upon the 
Lords to Paſs it. But ſuppoſe the Lords think 
ft to Untack what we have Tack'd, and to 
acquaint us, that they are ready to Pals the 
Money-Bill, but will conſider of the other. Pray, 
whoſe Fault will the Nation account it to be, 
That the Queen's Buſineſs is retarded : Againft 
all which, tho* Reaſons were offer d of more Im- 
portance and Weight, it was reſolv'd, as before, 
that the Bill ſhould not be Tack “. | 
Tho” after this Difappointment, the 1 

| 8 Fart 


Chancellor of the Exchequer, 


Europe, upon this Vote? Sir John Hollis, accor-. 

| left the Hb 
Church Party, endeayour d to Jeſt upon them by 
ſaying, * That for his own Part, he had been 


wonder d that thoſe Gentlemen who had all 
along pretended, That the Church of England 


ſciences of thoſe Gentlemen who are come over to 
US, added he, whether they were before ſatisfy'd 
as to the Reaſonableneſs and Neceſſity of this 


ago, for *twould have ſav'd us a great deal of 


of abandoning their Party at a Pinch. Sir Tho, 


r 
party plainly ſaw that their long Stick led for 
Bill was as good as loſt, yet to leave ſome Pe, 
ple without Excuſe for rejecting it, and to main. 
tain their Credit out of the Houſe, and within 
Doors, they got it engroſs'd and read a third 
Time on the 5th of December. Leas 145. Noe 
118. Majority of Voices 27. Number of Mem: 
bers-then in the Houſe 263. *Tis obſervable the 
Bill was carried for a ſecond Reading by Voices 
54. The Number of Members then in the Houſ; 
were but 330; and when they loſt the Bill by 
117, then the Members of the Houſe were but 
385. Now ſubſtract 330, remains 55, which 
were ſo many more than when the Queſtion waz 
put for a Second Reading. Lafly, what is very 
obſervable, the Complection of the Houſe way 
for the Bill, tho' it was againſt the Tacking, for it 
was carried to be ingroſs d by 27, tho' the Num 
ber in the Houſe was but 263, and the abſent 
Members 250, ſo there wanted but little of ſeven 
to be half the Houſe. 1 3 

The Bill having made its Way after this Man 
ner through the Houſe of Commons, 1t was car. 
ry'd up to the Lords, who let it lie a cooling up 
, on the Table with little or no Notice, till having 
received four Meſſages from the Commons, that 
they had paſs'd it, they vouchſaf'd it a Reading, 
at which, the Lord Archbiſhop of Terk having 
declar'd, that be was for fo much of it as concerul 
the Church, the Earl of P————gb ſaid, © Ht 
* was glad to hear that learned Prelate make 1 
* Diſtin&ion between the Eccleſiaſticul and the N 
* Iitical Part of the Bill, and he hop'd that al 
* the Lords who, in their Conſciences, were ſatil 
fy d, as his Grace ſeem'd to be, that this Bil 
* was fram'd to ſerve a Temporal as well as a Sp! 
ritual End, would Vote againſt it. Tho! hi 
Lordſhip ſeem d to be wide of his Grace's Mean- 
ing, ſince no one ſtood firmer by the Bill that 
| that 
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that pious and truly primitive Archbiſhop. Ma- 
ny other Speeches were made for and againſt the 
Bill, the Queen being preſent, but the Queſtion 
being put, whether it ſhould be Read a Second Time, 
it was carried 1n the Ja x6 by a Majority of 
71 Voices againſt 50. To wit, 51 Members pre- 
ſent, and 20 Proxies for flinging out the Bill, and 
33 Peers in the Houſe, and 17 Proxies for read- 
ing it a Second Time, So the Bill was turn'd out 
of Doors the third Time, to the extteam Diſſatiſ- 
faction of all good Chriſtians, who wilh'd a Stop 
might be put to ſo ſcandalous a Practice as Occa- 
fronal Conformity. . 

But ſince it may be look d upon by ſucceeding 
Ages, as a Piece of Injuſtice in the Preſent, not 
to give them the Names of ſuch as have rendred 
their Memories pretious to Poſterity, by aſſert- 
ing the Cauſe of God in ſo noble a Manner, as 
thoſe that were for Tacking the Occaſional to the 
Money-Bill : I ſhall not quit the Proceedings of 
this remarkable Tear, without ſubjoyning the fol- 


| lowing Liſt, 7 8 
A Lift of fuch worthy Patriots that Voted for the Tack, 


Sir John Stone-Houſe, Bart. | Johh Hoblyn, Eſq; 
Sir Henry Parker, Bart. John Rolle, Eſq; 

Thomas Renda, Eſq ET: William Pole, Eſq '2 

Tohn Drake, Eſq; Alexander Pendarvis, Eſq, 
Sir James Etheredg, At. Henry Poley, Eſq ; 
Granado Pigot, Eſq ; Francis Scobell, Eſq; 

Hon. Arthur Anneſly, Eſq; | Sir Henry Seymour, Bar. 
Sir George Warburton, Bar. | Joſeph Sawle, Jun. Eſq , 
Sir Roger Moſtyn, Bar. Tohn Manley, Eſq; 

_ Sir Henry Bunbury, Bar. | James Praid, Eſq; 


Peter Shackerly, Eſq; | ohn Anſtis, Eſq; 
Sir Richard Vivian, Bar, | Charles Seymour, Eſq; 
James Buller, Eſq; John Spark, Eſq; 


William Cary, Ea; Wilfred Lawſon EA; Joh 
A TON 


*—_ 


John Curzon, E ſys Is 
Sir hw mr eymour, Bar. 
John Snell, Z/q. 
Willam Seymour, Efq. 
Thomas Coulſton, E/. 
Arthur Champneys, Eſq, 
Sir Willam Drake, Bar, 
Nathaniel Herne, E fo. 
Frederick Herne, Eſq. 
Thomas Strangeways, Eſq ; 
Thomas Chafhn, Eq, 
Hon. Henry Thynne, Eſq; 
Richard Bingham, Eſq; 
John Banks, Eſq; 
Richard Fownes, Eſq, 
Sir Henry Bellafy e, Kt. 
Sir Charles Barrin 
William Fytche, 
John Comyns, Eſq , 
Sir John Williams, _ 4 
Henry Gorges, E 545 5 
John Gape, Eſq; 
Charles Ceſar, Eſq; _ 
Richard Gulſton, Eſq; „ 
Sir Francis Leigh, At. 
William Cage, Eſq ; | 
Hon. Heneage Finch Eſq; 
Robert Crawford, Eſq; 
John Ward, Eſc 
— Leigh „Ec ; 
Orlando nad Eſq ; 
Sir George Beaumont, Bar, 
James Winſtanly, Eſq; ; 
Lewis Dymoke, Efq ; 
Sir John Thorold, Bar, 
Hon. William Cecil, Eſqs 
Hon. Charles Bertie, Eſq; 
Warwick Lake, Eſq; 
Hugh Smithſon, Eſq ; 


049 


55 „Bar. | 


175 Walter Clargis, Bar; "4, 
| Thomas Pulgrave, Eſq; z 


ohn James, Eſt 
| on Stote, E, ; 2 
Sir Willoughby icky,” 


Bar, 


William Levinz, Efq: ; 


sir Robert Jenkinſon, "Ray 


Sir Edward Norreys, Ke. 


| Sir William Whitlock, t. 1 


William Bromely, US by 
Thomas Sy, 3 
Francis Norreys, Eg; 


| Hon. James Bertie, E/]; 


Sir William Glynn, Bar. 


| Hon. Charles North, Eſq, 


Richard Halford, E Iſs © 


ey Coward, Egg; 3 
| Henry Portman, E Ma; 
Sir j Banks, 

James Anderton, 5 Ja 3 
Henry Holmes 

Leonard Bilſon. E. 
William Stephens, „, ; 
Francis Gwyn, E 
Richard Dyot, E 77 ; 


| Joſeph Girdler, Eſq, 8 
ight Hon. Earl of Dyſort. Fe 
John Bence, Eſq; E 


Sir Charles Blois, Bar. 
Sir Edward Turner, Kt. 
George Daſhwood, * ; 


Sir Robert Davers, Kt. 


Leonard Weſſel, Eſq; "Ty 
Sir John Parſons, Kt. 
George Vernon, Eſq; 
Thomas Heath, Eſq; 


| William Elſon, Eſq; 


Sir 


Sir Edward Acton Bar. 5 "4 


WE. 
Lawrence Alcock, Eſq; ] Sir John Packin | 
john Toke, Eſ 4 : | J 0 ngton, Bar 


[oj * : Hugh Parker, Eſc 8 
Sir John Mordaunt, Bar. Robert Byerly, Ely ; 
; T homas Gery, Eſq; ; James Darcey, Eſq 3 


Sir Chriſtopher Hales, Bar. Sir Bryon Stapylton, Bar. | 
Hon. Francis Greville, Eſq ; John Mitchell. Elo ; "mM 


Hon, Algernoon Greville, | ir 2 Mackworth, 
1 ir Richard How, Bar. Hon. Thomas Bulkely, 
Robert Hyde, Eig; *' | Sir John Wynne, Bar. 
charles Fox, Eſq; | Sir Thomas Hanmer, Bar. 


# Sir James How, Bar. | Y 
Hon. Robert Bertie, Eſq, Edward Vaughan, Eſq ; 


Thomas Moſtyn, Eſq; 


15 Henry Chivers, Eſq 3 : I John Vaughan, Eſq 3 
william Harvey, Eg; John Meyrick, Eſq; 
Henry Pinnel, Eſq; 5 


I might likewiſe inſert the Names of ſuch aa 


N vent out of the Houſe when the Tack was put to 
I the Vote, which were 38 Members, but ſince we 
- Howe the Preſervation of the Church, lately to ſome 

of the Chief of them, this little Hiſtory is ſilent 


Iss to that Point, in hopes they will wipe off the 


A Character of Sneakers, which they at that Time 
I rent by, in the Debates of Parliament now Sitting. 


The Reaſons already given by the Commons 
are ſo clear, full, and juſt, that there ſeems no- 


ching wanting to them by Way of Addition from 
another Hand; But the Temper of thoſe that fa- 


vour the Diſſenters, has been fo violent of late 


among us, and the Rigour exercis'd by thoſe of 


the ſame Perſwaſion in that Part of Great Britain 
which is call'd Scotland, is of ſuch a provoking 


Nature, that it is high Time to conſult the In 


tereſt and Sovereignty of the Epiſcopal Church 


here, when it is not even Tolerated there, but 
counted a High- Crime and Miſdemeanour to ſpeak 
up in Defence of i. . 
ir Join Packing in di Speech beforemen. 
| 5 N tion 


rere 


for the « 


an Opportunity to recite ſome Matters of Fact 


into your Royal Conſideration, the Condition 


_ © thority. 


i give Liberty to fu 


/ 


(54) 


tion d, very handſomely inſiſts upon the Reaſon- 


Church of England, from an Act that was paſs 


ableneſs f a Law for the further Defence of the 
ecurity of the Kirk there, which gives me 


from Authentick Teſtimonies, which nearly con- 


cerns what he there ſpeaks of. 


Upon Her Majeſty's happy Acceſſion to the 
Throne of Her Anceſtors, the Scotch | Epiſcopal 
Clergy, who had groan'd under the Burthen of 


the Presbyterian Government of Scotland, and been 


depriv'd of all Manner of Support from their 
Attendance at the Altar, made the following Ad- 


dreſs to the Queen for Relief. 


We your Majeſty's moſt humble, dutyfull, 
© loyal, and moſt obedient Subjects, look on it as 
© no ſmall Bleſſing, to have a Queen of our anti- 
* ent Race of Kings, who has always been a Pat. 
© tern of Virtue, and a conſtant Support and 
© Owner of the true Reformed Orthodox Religi- 
on; and who, ſince Her Coming to the Crow 
© of Her Illuſtrious Anceftors, has ſhewn ſuch 
© po6d and generous Inclinations to make all Her 
Subjects live happily, That We have prefan' 
© moſt humbly to . — your Majeſty to tak: 


< of the Subjects of the Epiſcopal Perſwaſion in 
© this Kingdom. It is not unknown to your Ma 
© Jeſty what hard Meaſures, and Diſcouragemer 

© they met with of late Tears, partxcularly- thoſe 
© of the Clergy, though they have always behav'l 
© themſelves (as their Principles oblige them t 
do) peaceably and ſubmiſſively to Supreme Au 


May it therefore pleaſe your ſacred Majeſh 
to take thoſe into your Royal Protection, an- 

| < Parifhes, where-all, or mol 
* of the Heretors and Inhabitants are of the 
* piſcopal Perſwaſion, to call, place, and gi 


Bene 


es See 


. n 
u- © Benefices to Miniſters of their own. Principles, 
the © which the Presbytertans themſelves can have no 
af Reaſon to complain of; for if (the Plurality they 
me © pretend to, be true) by this Act of Grace, nei - 
24 © ther their Churches nor Benefices are in Hazard, 
on- © which Favour will oblige us more and more, 
cut of Gratitnde as well as Duty, to ſend up 
the © our Prayers to Almighty God, that the ſame good 
pal © Providence which plac'd your Majeſty upon 
| off] © the Throne, and has bleſs'd the Beginning of 
een] © your Reign with ſuch glorious Succeſs, may 
1eir fl © preſerve your Majeſty — 2 Bleſling to theſe 
Ad. © Lands, and that we may never want a true Pro- 
| © teſtant of the ſame Royal Blood to Govern us 
ul. © while Sun and Moon endureth. _ 
tall In Purſuance of which Addreſs, Her Majeſty 
nti- was pleas'd to take Notice of their deplorable 
Condition, in a Letter to the Privy Council of 
Scotland on the 4th of February, 1702, wherein, 
after the uſual Preamble, She was pleas'd to ſay, 
Ve are inform d that there are many Diſſenters with- 
in that Kingdom, who, albeit they differ from the 
Eſtabliſh'd Church, as to Church Government and 
Form, yet are of the Proteſtant Reformed Religi- 
on, ſome of which are in Poſſefion of Benefices, and 
others exerciſe their Worſhip in Meeting- Houſes. It 
is our Royal Pleaſure that they ſhould be directed to 
live ſuitably to the Reformed Religion, which they 
profeſs. ſubmiſtvely to our Laws, decently and regular- 
ly with Relation to the Church eſtabliſh'd by Law, as 
good Chriſtians and Subjects; and in ſo doing, that 
they be protected in the Peaceable Exerciſe of their 
Exerci;e of their Religion, and in their Perſons and 
Eſtates, according to the Laws of the Kingdom. And 
we recommend to the Clergy of the Eftabliſh'd Diſci- 
pline, their living in Brotherly Love and Commu- 
nion with ſuch Diſſenters, &c. In Conformity 
with theſe Her Majeſty's Commands, An Act for 
a Toleration to all Proteſtants in the Exerciſe of 
| = _ Religious 


(66) 

Religious Worſhip was read on the firſt of Jun 
1703, the Parliament then Sitting, upon which 
a Repreſentation was offer'd againſt it, in 
the Name, and at the Appointment of the 
general Aſſembly, containing in Subſtance 
* That there could be no juſt Ground to defire 
dor grant a Toleration to thoſe of the Epiſcopal 
© Perfuaſion, ſeeing there was never in any Na- 
* tion a Toleration allow'd, where there was no 
| © pretence of Conſcience againſt joynt Commu- 
nion; that here the People had no Scruple in 
© their Conſciences againſt Communion and Wor- 
* fhip with the legal Eſtabliſſd Church, and did 
* generally wait on the Publick Worſhip, where 
© they were not reſtrain d by their Miniſters, till 
by the practiſing of ſome Perſons, they have 
in ſome Places divided of late. Neither could 
the Miniſters of the Prelatick Way pretend 
© Conſcience againſt Joint Communion and Wor- 
* ſhip with the Prefbyterians, there being no ſinful 
condition of Communion requir'd of them, and 
it being their conſtant and known Principle, 
That Difference in Opinion about Church Govern- 
© ment is not ſufficient reaſon for Separation in Nor- 
ip. That to grant a Toleration to that Party 
in the preſent Circumſtances of this Church and 
© Nation, muſt unavoidably ſhake the Founda- 
© tions of their preſent Conſtitution, overthrow 
© thoſe Laws upon which it is ſettled, need lesſſy 
© diſturb that Peace and Tranquility which the 
Nation has enjoy d ſince the late Revolution, 


* diſquiet the Minds of Her Majeſty's beſt Sub- 


© Jes, encreaſe Animoſities, Coufuſions, Diſcord, 
* and Tumults, weaken and enervate Diſcipline, 
© open a Door both to uncurb'd Vice and Popery, 


| © as well as other Errors, propagate and cheriſh 


Diſſatisfaction to the Civil Government, and 
bring the Nation under the danger of fallin 
back into the ſame or worſe Miſeries and Mil- 


ccdiefs, 


5 „ 1 
© chiefs, under which it groan'd, and from which 
it has been mercifully deliver'd. All which, ad- 

* ded they, is ſo apparent, that we need not inſiſt 
© thereupon to ſo Auguſt and Fudicious an Aſſembly, 
* fnce the known Principles and Practices of the Par- 
© ty for whom the Toleration is ſought, and the In- 
fringements that will be made upon Her Majeſty's 
Claim of Right, and Inſtrument of Government 
* thereby, do ſuſicient demonſtrate the ſame. Me do 
: therefore moſt humbly beſeech, yea, we are bold in the 
Lord, and in the Name of the Church of God in this 
© Land, earneſtly to obteſt your Grace (viz. the Lord 
High- Commiſſioner the Duke of @ucensborongh ) 
aud moſt honourable Effates, that no ſuch Motion 
* of any Legal Toleration, to thoſe of the Prelati- 
* cal Principles may be entertain'd by the Parliament. 
© Being perſwaded, that in the preſent Caſe and Cir- 
0 of this Church and Nation, to Enact a 
* Toleration for that Way (which God, of his Infi- 
* nite Mercy, avert) would be to Eftabliſh Iniquity 
* by a Law, and would bring upon the Promoters 
* thereof, and their Families, the dreadful Guilt 
* of all thoſe Sins, and pernicious Effects, both in 
Church and State, that may enſue thereupon. 
* From which that God may preſerve all the Ho- 
nourable Members of this High-Court of. Parlic- 
* ment, ſhall be onr moſt ſincere and fervent 
o > 

This Repreſentation of theirs had its deſir'd 

Effect, and was of ſuch Weight with the Repre- 
ſentatives of that Kingdom, that an A for ſe- 
curing the Proteſtant Religion, and Presbyterian Go- 
vermnent, was immediately read, and, tho the 
Toleration AF got to a Second Reading, which 
occaſion'd a warm Debate, relating to Her Ma- 
jeſty's Letter beforemention'd, it was Rejected 
by a great Majority, and Sir Alexander Bruce, 
now Earl of Glencairn, expell'd the Houſe for 
L 2 ſpeaking 


1 | 
ſpeaking in Defence of Epiſcopacy, after this 


Manner: 
Ay Lord. Chancellor, . 
I have the Honour ob being an Old Servant 

* to the Crown, and to my Country, and I am 
© very ſorry to fee what has now happen'd a- 
© mongft us. There was never fach a Conjun- 
* ure in this Kingdom, nor can Imagination 
2 form a more difmal Proſpect. I own that my 
* Wiſhes agreed with the univerſal Opinion 
* of a new Parliament, judging that. to be moſt 
for the Honour and Service of the Queen, and 
for the Satisfaction of the whole Nation, with 
* which the ſaving or fupporting a few unhappy 
* Inſtruments of the late Adminiftration, is ne- 
© ver to be put into the Ballance. . 

© Yet, without knowing or fur into the 
* Motives for Continuing us, I fubmit my own 
© Tudgment, and chuſe to ſtay within Doors, 
that Malice it ſelf may find no Objection a- 
* gainſt my Obedience to the Queen, or my Re- 
ſpect to Her High Commiſſioner. | 

But by ftaying in this Aſſembly, I do not 
mean, in the leaſt, to renounce any Liberty of 
* ſpeaking my Thoughts very freely, tho' they 
* may be very different from thoſe of Others. 
And the Subject at preſent before us, being the 
* Presbyterian Government, I ſhall give my Opi- 
© nion on that Head in very few Words, and 
* very plain Language. 
My Lord, we may all remember in what 
Manner, and for what Reaſons, the Zeal of this 
* Houſe pull'd down Epiſcopacy at the Revolution, 
It had been the Legal Eſtabliſhment for many 
* Years before; and it was formerly the Govern- 
ment of our Church in Orderly Times of Peace 
* and Plenty, | 

* It 


g 
2 
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* It is a very melancholy Reflection to. conſi- 
© der how many excellent Paſtors we loſt by 
* that Alteration ; For, pray give me leave to 
* ſay 1t impartially, That our 8 fill'd 
* with a Set of Men at that Time, who, for good 
* Life, and good Doctrine, were inferior to no 
Church in Chriftendom, in Proportion to our 
Number. =: „ 

* The Miſery of cheſe poor Gentlemen, and 
their ſtarving Families at Home, or their Wan- 
dring in Want over the World, has brought 
*2 Reproach on our Country; and it is but a 
very indifferent Charm to invite any Country 
in the World to unite with us, while we are 
ein this Scituation. 1 

The Reaſon we gave to the World for our 
nem Fabrick of Preſbytery, was its. being ſuitable 
to the Iuelinatiam of the People, and both our 
N nne and Strangers, believe it to 
* be ſa. But wiſh we had firſt Poll'd the King- 
* doms to know their Iuclinat ions. ö 
The Epiſcapal Clergy has always offer d to 
. put the Cauſe upon that Iſſue, being very con- 
fident of a vaſt Inequality, and truly the Force, 
and other extraordinary Methods that were 
us d in moſt Places to pull them from their 
Pariſhes, were no great Tokens of the Juclinttions 
* of their People againſt Them. But ſeeing we 
pretend to go b this Rule, and ſeeing the Inc- 
$ linations of the People at the Revolution, it may 
be far from it at Preſoxt. And therefore, that 
* we may not ſupport an Error by publick 
Authority, my humble Opinion is, That it is 
* both. juſt and neceſſary at this great Period of 
Time, and, at the Beginning of Her Majeſty's 
Reign, to Addreſs Her Majeſty to take the 
© propereſt Methods of Conſulting the {nclanatz- 
* on of the Kingdom in this Matter. 4 


. * I am affraid our „ eee will op- 
poſe it as an wyodly Numbering of the People 


"© 2nd they are not ignorant how little Ground 


© they have gain d by their late Dominion. But 
© it is neither fair nor excuſable not to put it to 
© a Tryal, now, when themſelves are in the Sad. 
© ale, and poſſeſs'd of the Chair, with the Means 
„ S 
For my Part, without waiting for that Oc- 

© caſion, I declare my own Judgment freely. I 
was formerly pritty indifferent, as many of us 
© Gentlemen us'd to be in theſe Points. We fan. 
*cydita kind of Generoſity too, to pity thoſe 
© that were under the Hatches. But now we 


© have ſeen them in their own Colours, and 100 


© Argument like Matter of Fai is. 


0 


When our Blood and our Stomachs are in 


© Diſorder, we are for extraordinary Meats, and 
* ſometimes for Mountebank Receipts and Expe- 
* riments. But when our Pulſe comes to beat 
* more calmly, and we have a little recover'd 
our Health with a ſedate Temper, our plain 
and natural ordinary Food is not only more 
* nouriſhiug and healthy, but alſo more agreeable. 

* To be very plain, my Lord Chancellour, I 
© have read, and heard, and ſeen a great deal 
_ © of the Old Prefoyterians, and I have practis'd 
many of the New ones, and for my Part, I 
have enough of them. I am perſwaded that 


* King James the 6th had Reaſon for what he 

* ſaid and wrote againſt the Puritans. He was bred 
© up by the Bigots of that Sect, and his Experi- 
* ence and Knowledge of them, brought him to 


© hate them : As indeed, the Breeding a King in any 
* fort of Bigotry is the readieſt Way to give him an 
* Averſion to it, when he comes to his own Reaſon, 


© and has more liberal Converſation. Nor can 


I reflect, without Indignation, on the Preſbyterians 
* of the late Rebellious Times, who hatch'd and 
promoted 


PG 


* promoted (and too late repente' 
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pp. J. Pon of the Beſt of Kings, whoſe Arth was gh} , ..,, 


P. Honour to this Counter. n 
of © I ſhall fay nothing of the Nature of this 
Government it ſelf, while it is by Law eſta- 
* bliſh'd ; and perhaps our Modern Preſbyteriang 
may be brought to renounce the Mazims gf + 
their Fredeceſſors. W 
But of former Times I may fafely ſay, that 
Je. ſuch Helliſh Principles were advanc'd, and the _ 


full Demonſtration to the ſober Part of the 
n. World, that Preſbytery was inconfiſent with Mo- 
10- | 22 

© narchy,, that it maintain d a conſtant Oppo- 
* ſition to the Rightful Sovereign, and that, like 
Vice and Hypocriſy, and the other Peſts of Man- 
kind, it ſpread and flouriſh'd moſt in turbulent 
Times of Anarchy and Rebellion. „ 
nd . And I do not wonder that our Predeceſſors, 
pe. in cold Blood, and taught by woeful Experi- 
at Hence, prefer d Order and Decency in the Houſe 
of God, to the Pride and Infallibility of a Pope 
in in every Pariſh 1 | 
J ſhall have one Reaſon to believe that the 
preſent Preſbyterians have renounc'd thoſe per- 
1  icious Principles, if I am not perſegyted for 
al | this Freedom. But if I am I have te Satiſ- 
24 || faction of having diſcharg d my Duty. And 
Thanks be to thoſe worthy Perſons that con- 
at I triv'd the taking the Sting ont of Excommu- 
he nication. 8 1 | | 


Thus was that Act, which was ſo gloriouſly | 


x5 Pppos'd by this noble Patriot, touch'd with the 


Peepter on the 12th following, and the Duke of 
Oueensborongh gave Sanction to a Law that ſet 
aide the Hierarchy beyond any Poflibility of 
deſtoration in that Kingdom, wherefore, as Op- 
portunity was then taken of a Majority of their 
Penators to ſecure to their eſtabliſh'd Church 55 
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11 Practices ſo ſuitable. to the Principles, as gave a2 my 


© Favourite Bill paſs into an 4 while he has th 


| * were have © 0 ch Paws Is 
make uſe of fine Means whi 
in kheit ! fot tie Security of ours, Which 
'carmot be f: i ts be ode of Darger, when it Ene 
mies are N = gs" into the A I Bowel 
of it, by this Practice of Qecafiona bm. 
Hears be-prais'd, We have a Queen who lan 

E Nothing more at Heart tian the Honour, Ad. 
veanchment, and Safety of that Church, whi 0 

She is the Glorious Defender of, a a Parlia 
that ars entirely in its Intereſt, and have choſe 
A. Speaker who can but rejoyte to fee His own 


Chair, and a People who have made Choice off 
them for their Repreſentatives on Pur En 

diſcourage ſuch Proceeding as ate the Effet. 
But if it ſhall de chonght fit, for Resfons o 
State, it is none of my Buſineſs ſttiefs to enquire 
into. to ſb aſide the Proſecution of this defirabl 
Work: to another Time; tis humbly requeſte 
of:therp, to take the deplorable Condition of ou 
Epiſcopal Brethren of Scotland into their imme 
_ Hate Confideration, ſince a Toleration fer Diſin 
5 at pt ny is as e 3 

ana phly nece 48 in a 

may be che at Time (for all oe . hw 
without 'a "timely Proviſion to the content) 
when we'ſhall have ſuch Members in Both Hou 
ſes of Parliament from 2 as we 1 05 ' 
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